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PREFACE. 



Few will deny that an acquaintance with the 
history of one's own country cannot be too 
early acquired. This can now very easily be 
done with little trouble and expense. Next in 
importance to the history of one's native land, 
must surely rank that of Eome — Rome, as the 
grandest empire of ancient times ; the acknow- 
ledged mistress of the old world — Rome, as 
still one of the greatest and most famous cities 
of our own day. 

There are few young readers who do not 
turn to Roman History .with pleasure. The 
following Outlines are intended for their in- 
struction, as an elementary hand-book and 
guide to more extended and elaborated his- 
tories of Rome. 



IV PBEFACB. 

The work has been written and arranged on 
the most approved system of modern instruction 
for the young ; and the questions appended to 
each chapter may be extended, or simplified, as 
the teacher thinks desirable and as circum- 
stances may suggest. If any of them should 
at first be found a little difficult, it must not be 
forgotten that it is well now and then, for both 
the young and old, to meet with a line or 
question that obliges them to consider and 
search. Facts dug out from the brain's quarry, 
by the exercise of thought and memory, are of 
double value. 

It is scarcely necessary to add, that the assist- 
ance of a good Map of Ancient and Modern 
Europe will be absolutely necessary in studying 
these Outlines of Roman History. 

B. G. J. 



May, 1864. 
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CHAPTER I. 



The long and narrow peninsula of Italy, if measured 
from Mont Blanc among the Alps down to Cape 
Spartivento by the sea, is only about 650 miles in 
length ; while the breadth is seldom more than 100 
miles. The whole kingdom contains about 90,000 
square miles, nearly as much as Great Britain and 
Ireland. And yet this little country was once one of 
the most famous in the world. Borne, the chief city, 
was on the bank of the river Tiber, near where it falls 
into the sea at Ostia, about the middle of the strag- 
gling peninsula. A long line of snowy mountains, 
called the Apennines, runs down the whole length of 
the country like a back-bone, almost to the end of the 
Toe, close to which, as you will see in the Map, lies the 
island of Sicily, rich in fruits and famous for its trade. 
The country of Italy is well watered and fruitful, 
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though the Romans were often too busy in fighting at 
home or abroad to give much care to their tillage. 
The climate diners much in the north and south, the 
low lands being in some places hot, marshy, and 
unhealthy ; while, in the parts nearer the mountains, 
the air is cool and bracing ; but, as a whole, the 
country is healthy. The men are brave an4 strong, 
and the women have much beauty. 

In very early times many a brave and rough tribe of 
people swept down across the peninsula, settling wher- 
ever they could, and keeping possession of the best of 
the land until some stronger power drove them out. 
This went on, one tribe giving way to another, until 
the time of the Romans themselves, who were strong 
enough to check all invaders, and by degrees to make 
themselves masters of many other countries besides 
Italy. The coasts and lower valleys of Italy were at 
first peopled by tribes who came from the opposite 
shores of Greece, of an ancient race called Pelasgian. 
Latium, the central portion of the country of which 
Rome afterwards was the chief city, was peopled by a 
mixture of many tribes ; and the Latin language was, 
as Italian still is, a mixture of many different tongues. 
Some words are Greek, and some are borrowed from a 
much older language, called Sanscrit, the ancient lan- 
guage of India. 

But among all the tribes who invaded Latium we 
must note the Sabines, a pastoral race who came from 
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the mountains and valleys of the Apennines, down to 
the richer vales below. We note them because, as we 
shall see, they conquered Rome ; some of the Soman 
kings were Sabine, and from the Sabines they borrowed 
many of their laws and customs. 

The exact history of the famous city of Home it is 
difficult to trace out, because it is so mixed up with 
fables. But, though some of these may be false, in many 
of them there is much truth. The Romans themselves 
used to boast that they sprang from some older nation 
of the East ; and it seems likely that a few wanderers 
from Troy, an ancient city of Asia Minor,* sailed away 
from their own land to the shores of Latium, in search 
of a new home, after their own city had been burned. 
Among these the chief was JSneas and his son Asca- 
nius. f Latinus, the King of Latium, received the 
wanderers very kindly, about the year 1077 B.C., and 
gave to iEneas his daughter Lavinia for a wife; and here, 
after some time, they settled very prosperously. About 
thirty years later Ascanius founded a settlement not 
far from Borne, and on a hill built a new city called 
Alba Loxga — the Long White City. On this hill, the 
Alban Mount, stood the temple of Jupiter. So famous 
was this temple, that all the tribes of Latium used to 
come up to worship there. On the death of Ascanius, 

* Asia Minor. £00 Map. 

t The story of JEneas and all his adventures is told ns by 
the poet Virgil, in a long poem called the JSneu}. 
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Silvius, the son of iEneas and Lavinia, became king ; 
and after him eleven kings of Alba, who also took the 
name of Silvius. The last of these, Peocas Silvius, 
at his death left two sons, Numitoe and Amulius, the 
former being the elder, and heir to the crown. But he 
had no wish to rule, and suffered his brother Amulius 
to seize the crown for himself. No sooner had he got 
possession of it, than he put to death Numitoe's son, 
and forced his daughter Eea Silvia to give herself up to the 
service of the goddess Vesta,* by which she was bound 
to remain unmarried. Thus Amulius hoped to secure 
himself in the kingdom. But wickedness of this kind 
seldom prospers. He had killed his brother's son, and 
seized the crown; but his niece, Eea, became the 
mother of two boys, twins ; and these would be the 
true heirs to the throne. If a Vestal thus broke her 
vow, her punishment was death ; and Rea was now, by 
Amulius's orders, buried alive, while her two children 
were thrown into the Tiber. But just at this time the 
river had flooded its banks, and the two babes were 
drifted away into some shallow water, which afterwards 
dried up, and left them safe on the sandy marsh. Here, 
after some time, they were found by Faustulus, the 
king's herdsman, who took pity on them and carried 
them home to his wife Laurentia, telling her where 



* Vesta, the mother of Saturn, a goddess worshipped by 
% Romans. 
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he had discovered them, and that they had been suckled 
by a she-wolf. How true this was we do not know, 
but the story spread and was believed ; and the two 
boys grew up in the herdsman's hut, and took the 
names of Eomulus and Remus. 

But as the boys grew up and mingled with the other 
youths and shepherds on the Palatine Hill, they became 
well known for strength and courage. By degrees they 
found out who they really were, and at last were made 
known to their old grandfather Numitob. Upon this 
they boldly attacked the palace of Amulius at Alba, 
slew the usurper, and restored Numitob to the throne. 
As they had been saved in the Tiber, they counted it a 
sacred river, and resolved to build a new city on its 
banks. But they could not agree as to the exact site 
or place for the city ; each brother claiming to be the 
eldest and to have the right of choice. Eomulus chose 
the Palatine, and Ebmus the Aventine, Hill ; and at 
last they agreed to settle the point by some omen drawn 
from the flight of birds. Each stood and watched on 
his chosen hill. To Remus came the first omen ; six 
vultures appearing to him on his left hand.* But 
directly afterwards Romulus saw twelve vultures. 
The question now was which was the most favourable 
omen or sign, the first flock or the largest. Both 

* The ancients counted the left-hand unlucky, and of a 
bad omen, but the right-hand lucky, and of good omen. 

B 2 
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claimed the victory, and the end was a quarrel, in 
which Eemus was killed. 

Komulus was now therefore hailed king, and. on 
the Palatine Hill, B.C. 753, began to build his city, 
- which was afterwards to spread gradually over the 
Seven Hills,* and to become so famous throughout the 
world. To gain people for his new capital, Romulus 
now made a part of it as a refuge for all who sought 
shelter from other towns or cities of the land ; such as 
runaway slaves, murderers, and vagrants. And these 
soon began to flock to the Palatine Hill in great 
numbers. But men alone could not people the city ; 
so that he had to procure them wives. The neigh- 
bouring people, as you may suppose, looked on the 
new comers with scorn ; so that Romulus had to 
provide wives by means of a stratagem. f He there- 
fore sent out messengers to invite those of the nearest 
towns, Latins and Sabines, to come up to Rome to 
witness some festive games in honour of the god 
Consus.J These games were times of great feasting 
and show, and a goodly number of women and maidens 
as wellBS men came to see the spectacle. In the midst 
of the shows a band of young Romans, well-armed > 

* The Seven Hills were afterwards known by the names of 
the Palatine, Capitoline, Aventine, and Esquiline Hills, with 
Mount Coelius and Quirinalis. 

f Stratagem, i.e., a cunning, secret plan. 

J Consus presided over Councils. 
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rushed in among the crowd, and carried off such wives 
as they chose for themselves. This event is called the 
"Rape of theSabines." 

The friends and kindred of those carried off were 
enraged at this treachery, and though the women them- 
selves soon got to like their new husbands, a war broke 
out between Romulus and some of the neighbouring 
towns. But one by one these were all conquered, and 
filled with Roman colonists ; Acbox, one of the chief 
leaders, being slain by Romulus in single combat, and 
his arms offered up in the temple of Jupiter.* The 
arms of a Roman soldier at this time were a helmet, 
spear, shield, and sword, of brass or other metal, accord- 
ing to the weapon or the means of the wearer. Leather 
was sometimes used for the headpiece. But the Sabines 
were too powerful to be conquered in this way, and 
brought a large army against Rome under their leader 
Titus Tatius, and came up to the foot of the hill 
then called the Saturnian. On one part of this hill 
Romulus had a fortress under the command of 
Tarpbiusu He was a brave and faithful soldier, but 
his daughter Tarpeia was false, and offered to let her 
enemies inside the gates, " if they would give her what 
they wore on their left arms." She meant their golden 

* When a trophy was thus won by the leader of one army 
over another, the Romans called it tpolia opima, the most 
noble spoil. Such a spoil was only gained three times in 
all their history. 
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armlets. But when she opened the gates, the Sabine 
soldiers crashed her to death with the shields which 
they bore on their left arms. This was the wages of 
her falsehood ; and in memory of this, one part of the 
hill took the name of the Tarpeian Rock, froia which 
criminals were afterwards cast headlong down to death. 
The strife between the Romans and Sabines lasted for 
some time ; one day the victory being for Romulus, 
and another against him. Both sides began to suffer 
very much ; when at last the Sabine women, who had 
been the cause of all the fighting, rushed down between 
the Roman and Sabine soldiers, and so put an end to 
the war. A treaty of peace was made, and it was 
agreed that Romulus and Tatius should be joint-kings 
over the united people of Rome and Cures \ and that 
while Romulus kept possession of the Palatine Hill, 
the Sabines should have the Quirinal, a Sabine name 
given to it by the conquerors from QuirU, the Sabine 
word for a spear. Romulus himself took the name of 
Quirinus, and his citizens were called Quirites; sc 
that in all these points the Sabines had the. best of it. 
But Rome was still the chief city, and many of the 
Sabines were glad to get all the rights of Roman 
citizens. A hundred new members were added to the 
Senate, a council of elders who helped the king in 
the government of the kingdom ; and the city began 
to prosper more than ever. 

But not long did she enjoy the blessings of peace. 
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The people of Veii and Fidena, two neighbouring 
states, grew jealous- of the power of Borne, and took 
the field against her. Bomulus, however, was too 
brave and too skilful a general for them, and before 
long they were only too glad to make a truce. Not 
long after this Titus Tatius was killed while offering 
sacrifice at Lavinium, and Romulus became sole king. 
He was their monarch, altogether, about thirty-seven 
years ; and though on the whole a brave, and wise, 
and just king, he became rather a tyrant at last ; and 
so came to a sad end. Some say that he was torn to 
pieces in the Senate Housemothers, that, while review- 
ing the army, a great darkness, perhaps an eclipse, fell 
on the earth, and that after it Bomulus was never seen 
again. B.C. 716. This gave rise to a report that he 
had been carried off in the chariot of the god Mars, 
who is said to have been his father. The next step 
was that the people were told to worship him as a 
deity, and with Mar3, the joint-god of their city. 

Bomulus was worthy of honour among his 
people, for he had served them well, and done 
much for Borne. He had divided up the people into 
two great bodies — the Citizens, the better and upper 
class, who kept all the rights of the city in their own 
hands, and a lower class whom they called Clients. 
These Clients were bound to render service to the 
Citizens, and they in their turn acted as patrons to 
their followers the Clients. The whole system wa* 
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like that you read of long after in English history, 
called the Feudal System, between the lord and his 
serfs, or a highland chief and his clan. And it worked 
well for all parties ; the Citizens had help of certain 
kinds when they needed it, and the Clients in their 
turn looked to their patrons for protection in case of 
oppression from any other quarter. 

The patrons were also divided into three chief 
tribes* — the Ramnes, or Eomans ; the. Tities, or Sabines 
of Titus ; and the Luceres, or Etruscans. Each tribe 
was divided into ten Curiae, at the head of each of 
which was an officer called Curio ; so that there were 
in all thirty Curiae. The Citizens met together, ac- 
cording to these tribes, to vote on all matters con- 
nected with the government. This assembly was 
called the Comitium, and without its consent no law 
could be made, or the power of the king confirmed. 
The Senate was a higher council, consisting of at first 
one hundred members, bu.fr, when the Sabines joined 
the Eomans, raised to two hundred. 

Most of these, arrangements were planned by Ro- 
mulus himself for the safety and well-being of his 
people, so that the two great Councils of the Comi- 
tium and the Senate were not very unlike what the 
Houses of Lords and Commons now are with us. 



* A Tribe at first simply meant the third part of any 
number. 



J 
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Komulus also decreed that each tribe should furnish a 
thousand foot-soldiers and one hundred horsemen, and 
gave to the whole body of 3300 soldiers the name of 
Legion ; the horsemen serving as a body-guard for the 
king. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What sort of a country was Italy ? 

2. Where was Borne situated ? 

3. What tribes of people first settled in Italy ? 

4. Who was Ascanius ? 

6. What was " Alba Longa ?" 

6. Who were Romulus and Remus ? 

7. Why did they build their city near the Tiber ? 

8. How long before Christ ? 

9. How did they people the city ? 

10. Who was Tarpeia, and how was she false ? 

11. What was the character of Romulus ? 

12. What was the Senate ? 
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CHAPTER II. 
B.C. 714. 

NUMA POMPILIUS — TULLUS HOSTILIUS — ANCU3 
MAETIUS. 

On the death of Romulus the Senate could not agree 
as to who should be king, and for a time discharged 
the office themselves. But at last, at the end of a year, 
the people grew weary of this, and raised a clamour 
for a king. To this the Senate agreed, and chose as 
their king a Sabine named Numa Pompilius. He 
was a wise, good, and peaceful man; and his reign 
was long and prosperous. So famous was he for 
piety and justice, that the. goddess Egeria, it is said, 
made herself known to him, and became his wife. As 
Komulus had^done much for the people in matters 
relating to the fifty, the government, and the army, so 
Numa did much for their religious services. He ap- 
pointed four priests to conduct these sacrifices, and at 
their head a fifth, supreme, named Pontifex Maximus, 
or High Pontiff and Priest. Officers were also chosen 
to manage the auguries and divinations for the people, 
and they acted as diviners or soothsayers. A temple 
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was built for the goddess Vesta, where four virgins, in 
turns, kept watch over the sacred fire which before 
burned at Alba ; as well as one for Janus, the god with 
two faces looking different ways. During peace the 
door of his temple was shut, and kept open in time of 
war. It was shut throughout the whole reign of 
Numa, but after his time, down to the reign of 
Augustus, it was shut only once again ;* so that you 
may judge from this how warlike a people the Eomans 
were. 

Numa's reign lasted forty years, and after his death, 
at the age of eighty, Tullus Hostilius became king, 
and soon proved himself the very opposite of Numa. 
He had been a captain in the army of Romulus ; and 
loved nothing so well as leading his people to battle. 
His chief war was against the Albans, between whom 
and the Eomans many petty quarrels had already 
broken out* Both sides claimed to be in the right, 
and neither would give way ; so that there was nothing 
to be done but to have recourse to the sword. When 
the two armies were drawn up in battle array against 
each other, the Alban king proposed that the victory 
should be decided by a sort of single combat between 
champions chosen from either side. The Albans chose 
three brothers, named Curiatii, as their champions; 

* The temple of Janus shut again at the end of the First 
Punic War, about the year B.C. 235. 
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and the Romans chancing to have three brothers also 
among their troops of a like age and fame as warriors, 
chose for their champions the Horatii. The fight was 
long and bloody, both armies silently watching what 
the issue would be* But at last victory seemed to be 
coming to the Albans ; for, though all three of their 
champions were wounded, two of the Horatii lay 
dead on the field. Horatius, who was left, was pru- 
dent as well as brave, and now pretended to fly from 
his three enemies. One by one the wounded Curiatii 
followed him, and as they came up Jo him, one by one 
fell before his bloody sword. Thus victory fell to the 
Romans, who, under their king Hostilius, destroyed 
the city Alba, and forced the inhabitants to leave their 
own home and migrate to Rome, where he gave them 
the Coelian Hill. Some of their chief families were made 
citizens, and a few admitted into the Senate. A war 
against the Sabines followed, lasting almost to the 
end of his reign, which was closed by a terrible famine, 
after Tullus had been king for thirty-two years, 
about the year 640 B.C. 

After some delay, Ancus Martius, the grandson 
of Numa, was chosen king. He was a peaceful man, 
and one of his first acts was to have a copy of all his 
grandsire's laws set up in the Forum, where all could 
read them. He enlarged the city of Rome, and added 
to it as inhabitants some of the people of Latin cities 
"hich he had overcome in battle. He fortified the 
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city also, and after building a prison, fixed a seaport 
at Ostia, near the mouth of the Tiber. This helped 
to draw strangers to Eome, and many finding what an 
advantage it was to be Roman citizens, came and 
settled there. These Latin strangers chiefly dwelt 
together, and Ancus assigned to them the Aventine 
Hill, being the fifth over which Eome now began to 
spread. His reign lasted twenty-four years, and was 
a time of prosperity and peace. B.C. 616. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Why was there no king for a time after the death of 
Komulus ? 

2. What sort of a king was N. Pompilius ? 

3. Who was Janus ? 

4. Was his temple often shut f 

5. How long did ET. Pompilius reign ? 

6. What caused the fight between the Horatii and 
Curiatii ? 

7. What was the result of it ? 

8. What was the character of Tullus Hostilius ? 

9. Who was Ancus Martius, and what sort of a king ? 
10. On how many hills did Borne now stand ? 
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CHAPTER III. 
B.C. 616 to B.C. 578. 

TABQUINIUS PBI3CU3. 

Among the strangers who had settled at Home was 
one Tabquinius, a citizen of Tarquinii, in Etruria. He 
most likely dwelt with his own people, the Etruscans, 
on the Coelian Hill, and seems to have been held in 
good favour with king Ancus Mabtius, as well as 
the Senate. On the death of Ancus, therefore, he 
persuaded them to elect him king, although Mabtius 
had left two sons. No sooner had Tabquinius got 
the power into his own hand, than he determined to do 
all he could for his own people, the Etruscans. They 
had been added to the third of the great tribes 
(Luceres), who were not nearly so powerful as the 
other two, the Eamnians and the Titians — from which 
the kings had been by turns chosen. First, he added 
100 new members to the Senate, mostly, if not all of 
them, Luceres. Then he increased the number of the 
Vestal Virgins,* who guarded the sacred fire in the 
temple of Vesta, to six, the two new ones being probably 

These were held in great honour among the people. 
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of the Lucerian tribe. He also attempted to make 
new patrician or noble tribes among his own followers; 
but finding this was resisted by some of the older 
tribes, he gave it up, and only increased the number of 
patricians with new Lucerians. 

To understand the importance of this, you must 
know that the Eoman people had anciently been 
divided into two great bodies of Patrons or Lords, 
who took the name of Patres, or Fathers, and Clients, 
or Vassals, belonging entirely to the lower class, who 
had no part in the government. They were bound to 
render all obedience and service to their patrons, the 
Patricians ; and these in turn defended and protected 
the Clients whenever they wanted help. This was 
something like the feudal system, which afterwards 
prevailed in England and in other countries of Europe. 
So that when Tabquinius added to the number of 
patricians from the new tribe of Lucerians, he increased 
the power of the lower order. This commoner order 
were called Pleto, or Plebeians, but they gradually 
grew up to a sort of midway class between the two, 
and became freemen, subject to no law but that of the 
king -or emperor himself. Tabquinius was the first 
to help the chief among these Plebeians to be counted 
among the Patrician order. 

Having done this, he led his army against the 
Sabines; and having conquered them, he made war 
against the cities of Latium, spreading far and wide 

c 2 
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the power of Eome. He first wore at Home the golden 
crown and sceptre, sitting in an ivory chair, and 
clothed with royal robes, striped with violet. 

This reign was also famous for the great public 
works which Tarquin carried out — such as the rows 
of shops built along the sides of the Forum ; the Circus 
Masrimus, or Great Kace-course for Public Games ; and 
the Great Cloaca, or Sewer, built of solid blocks of 
stone, some of which remain to the present day. But, 
like so many other Roman kings, Tarquin was at last 
assassinated, and most probably by the two sons of 
Angus Maktius, who hoped to obtain power for 
themselves when he was dead. He was eighty years 
of age, and had been king thirty-eight years. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who was Tarqumius Priscus ? 

2. How came he to be king P 

3. Who were the Vestal Virgins ? 

4. What did Tarquinius to please his own people ? 

5. What is meant by Patrons and Clients ? 

6. What famous works did T. Priseus carry out ? 
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CHAPTER IV. 
B.C. 578 to B.C. 534. 

8ERVIUS TULL1U3. 

Servius, who now came to the throne, was not duly 
chosen by the tribes, but had been named king by 
Tanaquil, the wife of Tarqujn. He himself was the 
son of one of Tarquin's slaves ; and having been 
brought up in the king's house, at last married his 
daughter. He became one of the wisest and best of 
all the kings, and was a great friend of the people. 
He first ordered a Census to be taken, and appointed 
it to be done every fifth year, the period from census 
to census being called a Lustrum, He formed the 
plebeians into tribes and classes, and granted them the 
right of holding assemblies of their own, separate from 
the Patricians. Many new tribes were formed, and a 
tribune appointed over each, with the power of a magis- 
trate, and leader in time of war. The whole body of 
people were counted as an army, and were all liable to 
be called to serve at home or abroad, until above sixty 
years of age, when they were only called to defend Home 
itself. The richer classes served in the cavalry and heavy- 
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armed troops, and the poorer among the foot-soldiers, 
where to fit out a soldier cost far less. The laws founded 
by Servius were wise, and for the general good of the 
people. He fought bravely against the Etruscans, and 
extended the city walls so as to enclose the Seven 
Hills on which Borne afterwards stood. But neither 
his good sense, wisdom, nor justice could save him from a 
sudden and bloody death. He reigned forty-four years, 
and was then murdered, it is said, by his own son-in- 
law, Tabquinius, whose brutal wife, Tullia, drove her 
chariot over her father's corpse in the public street, 
B.C. 534. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. How long had Tarquinins been king ? 

2. How came Servius to succeed him? 

3. What is meant by a " Lustrum?" 

4. What by a " Census?" 

5. What sort of a king was Servius ? 

6. Why do you think so P 

7. What became of him ? 
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CHAPTER V. 
B.C. 534, A.U.C. 220. 

TAUQUINIUS. 

Tarquinius Supeebus, i.e., Tarquin the Proud, now 
seized upon the crown for himself, after massacring 
many of the senators and others who opposed him. 
He was a cruel tyrant, and soon began to oppress the 
poorer class with heavy taxes, and still heavier toil at 
the great public works, chiefly that of the splendid 
temple which he built on the Saturnian Hill to Jupiter, 
Juno, and Minerva. This part of the hill was from that 
time called the Ccipitol, or chief place, the other the 
Arx, or citadel. 

In this temple were kept the famous Sibylline Books, 
about which a curious story is told. A strange woman 
came to the king, bearing in her hand nine volumes, 
which, she said, were prophecies of one of the Sibyls.* 
She offered them for sale, but the king refused to buy, 
and the woman went away. Having burnt three, she 

* Sibyls : — Women who pretended to have tho spirit of 
prophecy, and to foretell the future. 
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came back, and asked the same price for the other 
six — but the king still refused to buy ; when, having 
burned three more, she offered the remaining three 
volumes for the same price. This puzzled the king, 
and he consulted the Augurs,* who advised him to buy 
the books. He did so ; the woman, who was a Sibyl, or 
prophetess, disappeared ; and the books were ever after- 
wards kept stored up as sacred in the Capitol. 

Some time after this, Tabquin was offering sacrifice 
in the temple, when a serpent crawled out from under 
the altar, and seized what he had offered. The king 
was alarmed at this, and sent to Delphi, f the famous 
oracle of Apollo, to know what it meant. He chose 
as messengers his two sons, Titus and Aruns, and his 
sister's son Beutus, or the Fool. When they had done 
their errand they asked which of them should have the 
chief power at Rome ; and the answer was, " He that 
shall first kiss his mother." Beutus, whose dulness was 
only a pretence, to escape his uncle's jealousy, saw that 
there was a double meaning in these words. The two 
sons of Taequin drew lots which should first kiss their 
mother when they got back ; but Beutus, the moment 
they landed, fell down to the ground and kissed the 
earth — the mother of all men. 

* Augurs: — Soothsayers, diviners, who pretended to 
foretell the future, chiefly by the flight of birds. 

t Delphi, a town of Phocis, in Greece, where stood a 
famous temple of Apollo. 
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Meanwhile TarquA was at war with the Rutulians, 
and besieging their city, Ardea. One night during the 
siege Tarquin held a feast, at which the young Tar- 
quins and their cousin Collatinus began to boast of the 
beauty and worth of their wives. At last it was agreed 
that they should ride off to Home, without notice, and 
see how the ladies were spending their time. The 
wives of all the others were feasting and revelling ; 
but Lucretia, the wife of Collatinus, was sitting 
among her maidens spinning wool, and was therefore 
judged to be the worthiest. She was as beautiful as 
she was noble, and Sextus, the king's third son, fell in 
love with her beauty ; and a few days after he went by 
night to her house, and creeping in like a thief, by force 
committed a terrible outrage on her, a poor helpless 
woman. Then the cowardly traitor fled away back to 
the camp. Lucretia at once sent for her father and her 
husband, and told them of what was done. " Avenge 
me," she cried, " on the wretched Sextus ; I can live 
no longer." So saying, she drew forth a knife, and 
stabbed herself to the heart. Upon this Brutus seized 
on the knife, and holding it^ up to Heaven, cried out, 
" By this pure blood I swear to pursue Tarquin the 
Proud and all his bloody house, and drive them for ever 
from Rome." And when the people saw the dead 
body of Lucretia, and when they heard the solemn 
oath of Brutus, they rose with great tumult, closed 
the city gates against the tyrant, and forced him to f 
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for his life, with his sons, to iQrylla. Sextus fled to 
Gabii, and there the people slew him. 

Thus ended the reign of the King9 at Rome, B.C. 
509, A.U.C. 245 ; and from that time the people 
hated the very name of king. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who was Tarquin the Proud ? 

2. Why do you call him a tyrant ? 

3. At what great works did he force the people to toil ? 

4. Tell all you know about the Sibylline Books. 

5. Where was " Delphi," and for what was it famous ? 

6. Who was Lucretia ? 

7. Why did she stab herself? 

8. Why did the people rise against Tarquin ? 

9. How long had kings reigned at Eome ? (About 250 
years.) 
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CHAPTER VI. 
B.C. 509, A.U.C. 245. 

KOME UNDEB CONSULS. 

Such is the history that has come down to us of 
the Monarchy of Home, under its seven kings; but 
there seems to be much fable mixed up with the history, 
and it is hard to tell how much of it is true. It is not 
likely that the reigns of seven kings lasted so long as 
245 years ; and yet the great events which happened 
in this period could scarcely have happened in a less 
time. There was no written history then ; and long 
after, when an attempt was made to write a true one, 
fables and traditions had become so mingled with all 
the records, that it was very hard to separate the truth 
from the falsehood. 

However this may be, the Romans now determined 
to have no more kings, but to found a Republic, or 
Commonwealth, in which two chief rulers, or magis- 
trates, called Consuls, were to have the supreme power. 
These Consuls were also called Prsetors, and were 
elected for one year. The two first chosen were 
Beutus and Collatinus : and, like the kings, thr 

D 
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had twelve officers of justice, called Idctors, going 
before them, each bearing a bundle of rods with an 
axe tied up in them. The change from the govern- 
ment by kings to that of Consuls was, so far, in favour 
of the people ; but the vacancies in the Senate were 
filled up from the rank of Knights, and the new 
Senators were called " Patres eonscnpti," or Conscript 
Fathers. For a time all went well enough with the 
new government, but before long a plot was formed to 
restore the Tar quins to their former throne. Among 
those who thus plotted were the two sons of Brutus 
himself, who were discovered, found guilty, and con- 
demned to die by their own father, who saw them 
scourged and beheaded. Collatinus was inclined to 
favour these men ; the people grew angry with him, 
and he was deposed from the office of Consul. Publius 
Valerius was chosen in his stead, and soon after 
marched against Tabquin and the Etruscans with 
Brutus. Tn the battle which followed, though Tar- 
quin was defeated, Brutus was slain ; and Valerius, 
returning in triumph, made a funeral oration over his 
dead body. The Roman matrons mourned for Brutus 
a whole year ; and Valerius, who had made himself 
rather disliked by the people for keeping the power in 
his own hands as Consul, defended himself so well 
against all their charges, that they gave him the title of 
Publicola, or friend of the people. 

Still, however, Tabquin would not give np his 
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cause as lost ; and was joined by Porsena, the King 
of Clusium,* who marched to Home with a large body 
of men. Then it was that three brave Koman youths, 
Horatius Cocles, T. Lartius, and Herminius, won 
great fame by their valour in staying the post of the 
enemy at one end of a wooden bridge, while the 
Romans were breaking down the other. Lartius and 
Herminius had only just time to escape, and Cocles, 
plunging boldly into the river, swam back to the 
opposite shore. For this he was rewarded by a public 
statue, and as much land as a pair of oxen could 
plough in a day. . 

During the siege which followed, another noble 
Roman youth who made himself famous was C. 
Mctius, who boldly attempted to assassinate Por- 
sena himself, and so free his country from the enemy. 
But the attempt failed, and Porsena even rewarded 
his boldness and bravery by setting him at liberty. 
Soon after this, terms of peace were settled ; and, as 
some writers suppose, not without great advantage to 
the Etrurians, who are said to have gained possession 
of the city of Rome itself. In the Sabine war which 
followed, it is clear that a Sabine leader, who after- 
wards took the name of Appius Claudius, made his 
way to Rome, and there settled with many of his 

* Clusium, a town of EtruriA. See Map. 
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followers. Some of his family were made Patricians, 
and received grants of land— B.C. 503, A.U.C. 251 
— about the time of the death of Publicola. Many 
of the laws made by Publicola had been just and 
good, and he justly deserved the name of the people's 
friend. During his time a treaty of commerce is said 
to have been made between the Romans and Cartha- 
ginians,* a strong and brave nation, who were then 
becoming famous. 

Meanwhile, the cause of Tarquin did not seem 
quite dead ; and many Latin cities still took his part 
in the quarrel. This gave the Romans so much trouble, 
that about the year 500 B.C. they appointed a chief 
magistrate called a Dictator, who ruled within the 
city with the power of a king ; and from his edicts 
the people had no appeal. Titus Lartius was the 
first Dictator, and A. Postumius the second. Pos- 
tumius it was who led the Roman army for the last 
time against Tarquin's forces, and defeated them in a 
bloody battle near Lake Regillus.f After this Tar- 
quin, in despair, fled to Cumae, and there died. 

But, on the whole, though the people had got rid of 
the tyrant Tarquin, they were not much better off 
under the rule of Consuls or Dictators. The Patricians, 
or nobles, began to oppress them, and to take away 

* Carthage, a famous city on the shore of Africa, the 
rival of Rome ; built by Queen Dido. 

'- Regillus, a small lake in Latium. See Map. 
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their rights ; even that of appealing against an unjust 
sentence to their own tribe. This was more than they 
could bear, and at last, when their favourite Consul, 
after a great fight against the Volscians, took the part 
of the Patricians against them, they broke out into 
open revolt. Those Plebeians who were in debt when 
the war began had been promised that their debts 
should be cancelled if they joined the army. But 
when the war was over, and they were no longer wanted, 
the Senate refused to keep their promise. This made 
the people very angry ; when the Senate appointed M. 
Valerius, a descendant of the greater Publicola, to 
be Dictator, and march against the enemy, The 
Plebeians thought they could trust him, but when the 
war was over, they were again cheated as before ; and 
Valerius upon this threw up his office, declaring that 
the Senate were in the wrong. The Plebeians then 
marched away under two leaders of their own to a 
hill near the Anio, two miles from Borne, and there 
determined to found a new city. But the Patri- 
cians knew that this would be a great loss to Eome 
itself; and so, after some disputing, they agreed 
to the terms which the Plebeians demanded. They 
agreed that the Plebeians should from this time have 
the right of choosing two magistrates of their own, 
called Tribunes, to defend and lead them in all times of 
danger, and that no man should be cast into prison for 
debt, though he must give up all his property. Tb~ 

d 2 
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hill on which they had settled was called by them 
" Mom Sacer" the Sacred Mount, on which an altar 
was built, and sacrifices were offered to Jupiter. B.C. 
493, A.U.C. 261. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. What is meant by a Bepublic ? 

2. Why did the Romans choose one ? 

3. What is meant by Consuls, and who were the first two ? 

4. What was the Senate ? 

5. Why were the sons of Brutus put to death ? 

6. Why did the Roman matrons mourn for Brutus ? 

7. Why did Valerius get the name of Publicola ? 

8. For what were Codes, Lartius, and Herminius famous ? 

9. Who was Caius Mutius ? 

10. Why was a Dictator appointed ? 

11. What were his powers ? 

12. What was the end of the dispute between Patricians 
and Plebeians ? 
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CHAPTER VII. 
B.C. 488, A.U.C. 266. 

DICTATORS — TRIBUNES — AGRARIAN LAWS. 

After this treaty had been made, the Plebeians gladly 
joined the army when wanted, and marched against the 
Volscians under a brave captain, Caius Marcius. He 
wa3 a bold man, and fought well against Corioli, a 
Volscian city, which they took ; but in secret he was a 
foe to the common people. At a time of famine, he 
proposed that corn should be given out only to those 
who would give up the rights gained on the Sacred 
Hill. For this, the Tribunes of the people declared him 
a traitor, and banished him from the city. He fled 
away to their enemies, the Volscians, and marched back 
to the gates of Borne at the head or a great body of 
their troops. At his approach the whole city was in 
terror, and sent forth messages and ambassadors to try 
to make peace. For a long time Coriolanus* would 
listen to none of them, but on very hard terms ; until 

* " Coriolatws" a name given to C. Marcius because of 
his victory. 
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some noble matrons of Rome, with his own mother at 
their head, marched out to his camp, and persuaded 
him to withdraw his troops. He did so, and retired to 
Antium, where, after many years, it is said that he was 
slain in a tumult. About this time, B.C. 486, Spueius 
Cassius was Consul, or, as it was first called, JPrator, 
for the third time; and he made himself famous by 
trying to get some laws passed which should give to 
the people the same rights of pasturing their flocks, 
and occupying lands, as the Patricians had. These 
laws were called Agrarian, i.e., belonging to the land, 
from ager, the Latin word for field ; and one object of 
them was to drive out Patricians from the State lands, 
and divide these into freeholds among the Plebeians. 
But he failed to get the law passed ; and at last Cassius 
was tried for treason, condemned, and beheaded. 

This made the Plebeians very angry, and soon after, 
when the Yeientes marched against Borne, they refused 
to join the army ; and the Senate could not meet the 
enemy. Then it was that a noble family, called Fabii, 
eame forward, and offered themselves with several 
thousand followers for service. They fought most 
bravely, and did all that so small a band could for 
their country; but at last they were drawn into an 
ambush, and all cut off. B.C. 480, A.U.C.274. Mean- 
while, at Borne, the Plebeians and their Tribunes still 
murmured for the Agrarian Law, and complained bitterly 
of the Patricians. It was a time of trouble and dis- 
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content. The corn-lands round Rome had been laid 
waste by the enemy, the farms and cattle destroyed, 
while the people of the villages had been driven into 
the city. Still, however, the Patricians opposed the 
Plebeians in every possible way; and at length the 
people rose in a body and took possession of the Capi* 
tol. This frightened the Senate, and forced them to 
permit the Plebeians to choose the Tribunes in their 
own assemblies (Comitia), and to increase their number 
to five. So there was peace for a time. But the 
people were still rebellious, and not long after, when 
at war with the Volscians, the army refused to fight; 
and wilfully fled before the eDemy. This so enraged 
their leader, Appius Claudius, that he put every 
tenth man to death, as well as the Centurions, or Cap- 
tains of Hundreds. Next year the people rose 
against him for opposing the Agrarian Law ; he was 
tried and condemned by the Tribunes to be put to 
death. But he fell sick, and died before the fatal day 
came. 

As for the Agrarian Law itself, the Consuls did all 
they could, by excuses and delays, against it ; and the 
only hope for the Plebeians seemed to be to get com- 
missioners specially appointed to reform the whole code 
of Roman law. One of the Tribunes proposed that 
this should be done ; but the Patricians again refused, 
and tried to put down the whole movement by force. 
This, of course, they could not do ; when, in the midst 
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of the tumult, the -32quians* suddenly appeared in full 
force near the city itself. The Praetor sent against 
them was hemmed in among the victors, and defeated ; 
and then the Senate in great terror were forced again 
to elect a Dictator. They chose Quintus Cincin- 
natus, a brave but poor man, who had been driven 
from the city by the misconduct of his son in the 
Agrarian tumults, and was then living in a rough 
cottage beyond the Tiber. The messengers found him 
ploughing his little field, and brought him back in 
triumph to Home, where twenty-four Lictors, with rods 
and axes, marched before him to his own house. The 
people gladly flocked to his standard, and within a few 
days he had marched against the enemy, rescued the 
Frastor, and brought the iEquian general in chains to 
Borne : having given up the enemy's camp to plunder 
for his own soldiers. Having thus nobly saved his 
eountry from ruin, he went back to his little farm by 
the Tiber ; refusing all the honours of the Senate, and 
having been Dictator only sixteen days. B.C. 458, 
A.U.C. 296. 

Before long the clamour about the Agrarian Law 
arose once more ; and at last ten Patricians (Decemviri) 
were chosen to consider the state of the law, and 
specially to report on the news that had been brought 
back by some Commissioners sent to Athens to inquire 

* JEqui, a people of Lafcium, near the city Tibur. 
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into the laws of Greece. They drew up a new code, 
which Was engraven on ten tablets of brass ; and two 
more having been afterwards added to these, the whole 
were called the Laws of the Twelve Tables. The 
Decemviri were appointed for one year ; but at the end 
of that time they were too powerful to be disturbed, 
and still held office, displaying much of the state and 
power of kings, and ruling the people most harshly. 
Of these Decemviri, Appitjs Claudius, the second 
of that name, was one ; and he now committed so gross 
a crime that the people rose against him with great 
fury. 

He was an old man; but one day having seen a 
beautiful maiden named Virginia pass along the public 
street, he fell in love with her, and determined to havft- 
her for his own. He therefore employed one Marcus 
to seize her on her wayhome from school, and claim her as 
his slave. She cried aloud for help, a crowd* collected, 
and all together hurried off to the Comifium for the 
magistrate to decide the case. The magistrate was the 
villain Appius himself, and he decided that the maiden 
must remain in the hands of the man who had claimed 
her. But the people were furious, and forced him to 
permit her to go back to her father's until the next 
day. The next day Virginius came to the court, 
bringing with him his fair daughter Virginia, a great 
crowd following; and again Appius passed a false 
judgment that she was the man's slave. Virginius, 
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thinking that all hope was now lost, suddenly snatched 
up a knife from a butcher's stall in the Forum,* and 
crying out, " Thus only, my child, can I preserve thy 
freedom," he plunged it into her heart. And then, 
waving the bloody knife in the air, he cried out to the 
angry crowd, " Appius, by this pure blood I devote 
thee to the gods below." The people answered him 
with loud cries of fury for revenge, and so the whole 
crowd swept away in haste to the Aventine Hill. 
Appius barely escaped being stoned to death, but was 
at last cast into prison by order of the Tribunes, and 
there he put an end to his own life ; all his goods being 
.seized by the State. 

Thus ended the rule of the Decemviri, to whom the 
.people now refused any longer to submit. The 
Patricians were forced to abolish the whole office, and 
appoint in their place more Tribunes of the people. 
Two chief magistrates, partly chosen by the people, 
were also now appointed, B.C. 448, A.U.C. 306; and 
these, it is said by some writers of history, now first 
took the name of " Consul " instead of "Pr^tor." 

During all this period, however much of the history 
is fable, there is no doubt that the power of the people 
was gradually getting more and more strong. The 
Plebeians ware slowly becoming more and more a 
match for their enemies — the Patricians. 

* Forum, a public place in Borne where citizens met for 
business, and where causes were tried. 
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QtJESTffcNS. 

1. How was Cains Marcius a foe to the people ? 

2. Why called Coriolanus ? 

3. What were the Agrarian Laws ? i 

4. Who was Appius Claudius ? 

5. What became of him P 

6. Who was Q. Cincimmtus, and why chosen ? 

7. Who were the Decemviri ? 

8. Who was Virginia? 



38 OXJTIJN^tfjatjB^N HI8TOEY. 




CHAPTER VIII. 



B.C. 443, A.U.C. 311. 

INCREASE OF THE POWER OF THE PEOPLE. 

As the power of the Plebeians increased, the jealousy 
between that class and the Patricians grew less. Up 
to this time marriages between the two classes had not 
been counted lawful. It is true that some such 
marriages had taken place, but the children by these 
unions were not owned by their Patrician relatives, nor 
could they inherit the property of their parents. Thus 
it came to pass that two Patricians were chosen as 
Tribunes of the people ; and after some strong oppo- 
sition, a law was at length passed which made the 
marriages between Plebeians and Patricians lawful. The 
time was not yet come for having a Consul chosen only 
by the Plebeians of their own rank, but power was 
now given to them to elect Tribunes of the soldiers 
from either rank. This was a great gain; but the 
office of Censor was one of great power, and this was 
held by the Patricians. The business of the Censor 
was to make and to keep a proper register of the number 
citizens, with an account of all their property, 
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houses, slaves, and lands, according to which every man 
was to be taxed. So that the Censor often had the 
power of settling to what class a man should belong, 
as well as what taxes he should pay ; and this power he 
was often tempted to use unfairly. He also had tho 
care of all public lands, forests, and fisheries, which, as 
well as the right of selling salt, he let out to the highest 
bidder ; fixing the price at which salt should be sold. 

Now and then the old ill-will used to break out 
between the two classes, as when one Spurius Mjelitjs, 
a rich Plebeian knight, at a time of great famine bought 
up all the corn he could, and gave it away among the 
people at a low price. This gained him favour with 
the people, but enraged the Patricians, who thought 
that Melius was becoming too powerful, and once 
more sent for old Cincinnatus to come to their help 
as Dictator. He came at once, and ordered Melius 
to appear before him. But Mjslius feared to do this, 
and fled away in terror. Then the Dictator sent after 
him an officer, Ahala, who overtook Melius and 
killed him. His sudden death made a great uproar 
among the people, and to appease them the form of 
government was changed ; the number of the Tribunes 
was increased to three, and afterwards to six. The 
death of Melius was hardly a lawful act ; but 
CrNCiNNATUs said that his officer was in the right, 
because the prisoner had resisted lawful authority. 

Not long after the famine, as was so often the case 
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a terrible plague spread all over Italy, and even reached 
as far as Athens, the chief city of. Greece. B.C. 431, 
A.U.C. 323. War followed the famine and the 
pestilence, and many a brave soldier fell in the cam- 
paign against the strong Etruscan city of Yeii. 
The siege of Veii lasted seven years, but the city 
was not taken. But during the drought of summer, 
the Alban Lake rose above its banks ; and an oracle 
having been consulted, the Priestess declared that 
the city should not be captured until the lake had 
been drained. The Romans obeyed the omen ; and at 
last, in the tenth year of the siege, the city was captured 
under Camillus the Dictator, who had formed a mine 
under the walls, and then taken them by storm. Then 
the Veiians surrendered ; but many of them were put to 
the sword, and many sold as slaves. The victory was 
mainly owing to Camillus ; and the spoil of the city 
being great, he was falsely accused of having secretly 
taken some of it for his own use. He was tried, and 
being sentenced to pay a large fine, he left his country 
as an exile ; praying, it is said, that a day might soon 
come when they would wish him back again. B.C. 
393, A.U.C. 361. 

Like many another famous and brave man, he was 
badly treated by the very people for whom he had so 
bravely fought ; and the day for which he wished was 
not long in coming. 
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QUESTIONS. 

1. During the past contest between Patricians and 
Plebeians, which gained most in power P 

2. Why do you think so ? 

3. Were they now better friends ? 

4. Why did Cincinnatus again become Dictator ? 

5. Where was Athens ? 

6. Who besieged Veii ? Who took it? 

7. What was the end of Camillus ? 
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CHAPTER IX. 
B.C. 390, A.U.C. 364. 

INROAD OF THE GAULS. 

The Gauls were a tribe of the great race of Celts, 
who at that time possessed nearly all Western Europe, 
the northern and central parts being chiefly under the 
sway of other tribes, such as Goths, Danes, Saxons, 
and Pranks. These Celts then dwelt in Spain and 
Portugal, Prance, and the British Isles ; one tribe of 
them being Gaels, who held Prance {Gallia), and 
another being Cymri> who chiefly held Belgium and 
Britain.* 

Long before this, two great hordes of these brave but 
%avage warriors had spread away from Gallia, one across 
the Alps into Italy, and the other eastward towards 
Greece and Asia Minor. Having once tasted the 
sunny fruits and wine of Italy, they soon began to 
forget their own land. They were a fierce and ter- 
rible race of people, laying waste wherever they 
went with fire and sword. Having crossed the Alps 

* Cumberland, the Cymri, or Cymbri land, in our own 
country, shows trace of their name. 
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and seized on the rich plains of Northern Italy, they 
next made their way across the snowy Apennines ; and 
soon the cry reached Borne itself that the Gauls were 
at hand. The rumour was not at first believed ; but 
on came the great host' of barbarians, spreading dis- 
may on every side, till they reached the very gates of 
Rome. So far they had met with little to oppose 
them; and Brennus, their king, now pitched his 
camp on the banks of the Allia, twelve miles from the 
city. The Gauls, it is said, were 70,000 strong; 
while the Eomans had only 40,000 men, and in the 
battle which followed were utterly defeated. Then in 
furious triumph the Gauls marched on to the great city, 
which, being burst into, they found silent and almost 
empty; the people having fled away in a sudden 
panic, or taken refuge in the Capitol. Having made 
their way to the Forum, there they found eighty of the 
aged Senators, clad in robes of state, and seated in the 
curule* chairs. For a time the savage host were struck 
with awe at the sight; but at length one of them 
boldly seized the beard of an aged Senator, who 
struck at him with his ivory sceptre. The brave old 
Boman was at once cut down by the enraged Gaul, 
and the rest were put to the sword by his companions. 
The slaughter having thus begun, soon spread 
throughout the city, which was plundered, set fire to, 

* The curule chair was the chair of office. 
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and burned to the ground. Few Romans escaped but 
those who had fled for shelter to the Capitol, where 
there were more than a thousand soldiers, who were 
still able to defy Bkennus and all his host. All 
attempts to take the citadel were useless; and as 
autumn came on, a deadly fever broke out among 
the besiegers that carried off thousands. Meanwhile, 
the Eomans scattered through the country began to 
take courage; and having rallied under Camillus, 
sent a messenger promising help to their countrymen 
in the Capitol. He managed to swim the Tiber, and 
in the night to climb the steep rocks on which the 
fortress stood. But in the morning the Gauls found 
out some traces of his steps, and determined to try the 
next night to gain an entrance by the same path. When 
night came, therefore, they made their way up the side 
of the cliff ; and some few had even reached the battle- 
ments unseen and unheard by the garrison, when all 
at once some geese (sacred to Juno) made such a cry 
of cackling and flapping of wings, that the Roman 
sentinels were roused and alarmed. The very first 
Gaul that appeared above the battlements was seized 
by a Eoman soldier and hurled headlong down the 
cliff. And thus the Capitol was saved. 

This was a great blow to the Gauls, but still they 
kept possession of a great part of the city, mainly with 
the hope of gaining more plunder. Six months 
passed away thus, and then the Romans were glad to 
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bribe the enemy to depart, by offering them 1000 
pounds weight in gold. During the payment, it was 
found that the Gauls were using false weights ; and 
when the Romans complained of this, Brennus cried 
out, " Fa victis f" i.e., "Woe to the vanquished!" cast- 
ing his sword into the scale as he spoke. Whether the 
woe befell the Romans only, it is hard to tell ; for, 
according to one legend, just then a body of Roman 
soldiers made their way back from Veii, under brave 
Camillus the Dictator, and marched into the Roman 
Forum. The gold was then sent back to the Capitol, 
and the Gauls driven out of the city. Whether this 
legend is true or not, it is certain that after the de- 
parture of the Gauls, the Roman citizens began to 
rebuild Rome, though without any regular plan. The 
number of citizens was much reduced, and the 
Romans were forced to add strangers to their ranks to 
make new tribes, of which there now were twenty-four. 
Rome still occupied the same site ; but it was not so 
grand or fine a city as it had been. That terrible 
inroad of the Gauls had been a great loss, not only to 
the city, but to all the country round; and a long 
time passed before the people recovered from it. The 
citizens were not only few in number, but poor; so 
poor, that fresh taxes had to be levied for building 
houses, and planting the farms and gardens, as well as 
for carrying on war with the neighbouring states. The 
Plebeians began to suffer and to complain; man r 
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debtors were cast into prison ; and Makcus Manlitjs, 
the soldier who had fought so bravely in the Capitol, 
sold some of his land for their relief. Being thus a 
friend of the Plebeians, he was soon disliked by the 
Patricians, who accused him of treason, and at last got 
him condemned to die. He was thrown headlong 
down from the Tarpeian Bock. 

Thus the Plebeians seemed to be falling again under 
the power of the Patricians. But the cause of the 
people soon after gained strength from the two 
new tribunes, Licinitjs and Sextius, B.C. 376, 
A.U.C. 378. LiciNiJis was himself a Plebeian, and 
after contending stoutly for the people, at length got a 
law passed, which gave to every Boman citizen a share 
in all new-tconquered lands ; decreed that no one should 
possess more than 500 jugera;* and that one Consul 
should be a Plebeian. The Patricians, on the other 
hand, gained the appointment of a new chief magistrate, 
called a Praetor ; and thus the two parties were more 
evenly balanced in power. A few years after this, about 
B.C. 370, A.U.C. 384, a plague broke out in Rome, 
as deadly as the last. Thousands perished, and 
amongst them the famous Camillas. The river 
Tiber, too, suddenly rose and flooded the banks ; an 
earthquake shook the city where the great annual 



* Jugera : the Jugerum was a piece of land 240 feet long 
and 120 feet broad. 
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games were being carried on, and the ground in the 
middle of the Forum opened into a wide chasm. At 
this the whole city was terrified, and besought the 
Augurs to declare the meaning of such a wonder. 
They answered that the gulf would never be closed up 
until what the Romans held dearest was cast into it. 
What this might be the citizens were in doubt, until 
a brave youth, M. Cubtius, seeing that nothing could 
be dearer to gods or men than a brave man's life, 
leaped boldly down on horseback into the gulf, which 
closed up at once, "B.C. 362, A.U.C. 392. It is said 
that about this time plays were first acted at Rome ; 
perhaps to amuse the people, and take away their 
thoughts from their own sufferings, which had been 
very heavy in the city aud in the field. Their fierce 
enemies, the Gauls, still made inroads on the Soman 
land, and, as usual, laid waste wherever they went. 
All this added greatly to the distress of the poor. But 
in spite of all such troubles, the Romans kept up their 
fame as soldiers ; and gained many great triumphs 
over their enemies. One brave Roman, Manlius, 
fought and slew a gigantic Gaul, and stripped him of 
his golden bracelet, torquis ;* and for this deed he got 
the surname of Tobquatus ; while another, named 
Mabctjs Valebius, made himself equally famous in a 

* Torquis, a collar or chain of gold worn as a reward for 
bravery. 
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single combat. In the course of the campaign Tar- 
quinii * was taken ; many of the surrounding tribes 
were overcome ; and among these the Volsci and the 
Sabines. B.C. 358, A.U.C. 396. 

The power of the people was growing stronger ; and 
this was shown by C. M. Rutiltjs, a Plebeian, being 
made Dictator, B.C. 356. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who were the Gauls ? 

2. How did they come to settle in Italy ? 
8. Who led them against Borne ? 

4. In what state was the city ? 

5. Who came to help the Romans ? 

6. What was the result of the invasion ? 
*7. Who was Marcus Manlius ? 

8. What helped the cause of the Plebeians at this time ? 

9. Why was Curtius famous ? 

10. Why was Manlius named Torquatus ? 

# Tarquinii, a town of Etruria. 
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CHAPTER X. 
B.C. 343, A.U.C. 411. 

WARS WITH THE SAMNITES. 

The Samnites were a bold and hardy tribe, at first 
dwelling along the skirts of the Apennines, and then 
gradually spreading over the district of Campania, of 
which the chief city was Capua. As they settled down 
over this sunny plain of Campania the hardy men from 
the mountains themselves grew idle and luxurious. But 
now, on their first descent, the people of Campania 
sent to Borne, asking for help against their Samnite 
invaders. A large army of Bomans was sent at once, 
and though at first defeated, they at length gained a 
great victory, and upwards of 20,000 Samnites were 
slain. 

Then it was that the Boman army, tempted by the 
beauty and richness of the country, tried to seize upon 
the city of Capua for themselves. They next rebelled 
against their officers, and set out for Borne; being 
joined on their march by all the thousands of idle and 
discontented men they met, and by all the poor de^ A — 

p 
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in Rome itself, who came out to meet them, until they 
numbered nearly 20,000 men. The Patricians, alarmed 
at their approach, sent forth a body of troops against 
them, under Valerius Cokvus as Dictator. But, 
after all, no blow was struck, a treaty being made by 
which it was agreed that no one should be punished for 
the rebellion ; that both Consuls might be Plebeians ; 
and that no Roman could be twice elected to the same 
office but after an interval of ten years ; while Plebeians 
in prison for debt were to be set free. 

Thus peace came for a time. But at Rome it never 
lasted long. Next year there was war with the Latins 
(Latium), and the Romans were now glad to receive 
their old enemies, the Samnites, as allies ; while the 
people of Campania gave help to Latium. Once more 
the Romans triumphed, and the end of the contest was, 
that Latium became a part of the Roman kingdom, 
and the city of Capua was given up. B,C. 340, 
A.U.C. 414. The nobles of Latium were made 
Roman citizens,* and the city of Capua was forced to 
pay a yearly tax for their support, in place of their 
lands which had been seized on by Rome. The power 
of the people was still growing, and during the next 
year several laws were passed in their favour, opening 

* Thus they had all the rights and privileges of men born 
at Rome, and could always appeal to the Roman Emperor 
for trial and justice. St. Paul, born at Tarsus, was a Roman 
citizen. 
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the offices of Censor and Prsetor to the Plebeian 
rank. Philo himself, by whom the few was passed, 
was the first Plebeian Praetor, B.C. 837. The 
friendship between the Romans and Samnites was but 
short. The Samnites having in some way interfered 
with the Boman colonies in Campania, a second war 
again broke out, and this time lasted twenty years ; 
during which victory was sometimes for Home, and at 
other times for her enemies. The Samnites were often 
defeated, and at last driven back to their old homes 
among the mountains ; but it was here among the moun- 
tain passes that they at last hemmed in the Roman 
army, and forced them to surrender in the valley 
of Arpaia. B.C. 321, A.U.C. 432. Peace was 
offered to the Romans, on condition that they passed 
uuder the yoke, that the colonies of Roman soldiers 
should be broken up, and the Samnite towns which 
had been taken given back. This was agreed to; 
and six hundred knights were left as hostages. But, 
when the news reached Rome, the Senate refused to 
fulfil these terms ; the Consul and officers were sent 
back as prisoners. Pontius, the Samnite general, set 
them free at once, and not long after the hostages were 
restored. But Rome had been too deeply injured to 
make peace. A truce came for two years; then 
the sword was again drawn ; and the war continued 
until the Samnites, bravely and nobly as they had 
borne themselves, were subdued under the proud sway 
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of Eome. MoTe military colonies were founded in 
different parts of the enemy's country; and. great 
spoils were sent in triumph to Kome. B.C. 313, 
A.U.C. 442. 

Meanwhile, the old strife between Patricians and 
Plebeians had not died out. Their power and rank in 
the state were indeed more equal ; but the Patricians 
hated the new families of Plebeians who had been raised 
to rank or title for service in the field. At this time 
lived a famous Patrician, Appius Claudius (the Blind). 
During the war he had been Censor, and spent a vast 
sum of money on a road from Borne to Capua, after- 
wards called the Appian Way. This was a famous work 
of art, as the road was carried on over hill and dale 
with great skill ; and no less so was the aqueduct by 
which he brought water down from the hills eight 
miles away from the city. This made him a favourite 
with the Plebeians ; but he now gave a check to their 
power by suffering a lower class among the sons of 
freedmen to enter the order of Patricians, and to be 
registered in the tribes, which, not long after this, rose 
to thirty-one in number. A law, too, was passed by 
which slavery was done away; and the city was im- 
proved by many new streets, and noble buildings of 
stone. Lists were set up in the Forum, marking the 
days when the courts of justice were open, and thus 
showing that the control of them was no longer in the 
hands of the Patricians. All these things are signs that 
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Borne was growing in real power, as her kingdom 
spread over a wider extent of country. 

Peace with the Samnites lasted but a short time, 
when the war again broke out. The Samnites were 
assisted by the Etruscans and the Gauls ; but the end 
of a long and bloody campaign was, that they were 
defeated by the Consul Fabtus at Sentinum, B.C. 
296, A.U.C. 459. This battle was one of the bloodiest 
and most terrible of that age. The Komans lost up- 
wards of 8000 men, while the Samnites and their allies 
left more than 25,000 dead on the field. And when you 
remember that nearly all the fighting in those days was 
hand to hand, chiefly with the sword and spear, you 
will see how frightful the carnage must have been. 
Poktius, the Samnite general, was taken prisoner; 
but the Komans forgot his bravery and his noble con- 
duct, and shamefully put him to death. The Samnite 
wars had lasted for half a century, and before they were 
finished came a famine, then a plague, and then, as a 
matter of course, utter ruin in matters of trade and money. 
Curius Dentatus, the Consul, to meet these troubles, 
passed a law giving seven acres of every conquered land 
to each citizen ; but so strongly did the nobles oppose 
this, that the body of the lowest order fled to the 
Janiculum,* to make the best terms they could for 

* Janiculum, one of the Seven Hilk joined to Borne by 
Ancus Martius. 

F 2 
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themselves. The end of this rebellion was, that Q. 
Hortensius, a Plebeian, was made Dictator, and a 
law was passed which took from the Senate the power 
of forbidding, or " vetoing " (veto, I forbid) the acts of 
Consuls and Dictators. 

Curius Dentatus was a great man in his day. 
He built the famous bridge below the Falls of Terni;* 
and after twenty centuries, there still stands the bridge. 

The Samnite war had been sad and ruinous enough ; 
but now the Romans quarrelled with the people of 
Tarentum,f a city in the south of Italy, and open 
war was soon declared. The Tarentines were traders, 
and not fighting men, like the Romans. They 
therefore asked help from a famous soldier, Pyrrhus, 
king of Epirus.J He bravely set out at once, 
with all the troops he had, and forced the Tarentine 
citizens, against their will, to take up arms. Not 
long after he met the Roman army near Heraclea, and 
utterly defeated them ; it is said chiefly by the means 
of elephants, which the Romans had never before met. 
He offered terms of peace to Rome ; and these would 
have been accepted had it not been for Appius Clau- 
dius (the blind man), who opposed them strongly, 

* Terni, a famous fall on the Velino, about seventy miles 
from Rome. 

t Tarentum, a town of Calabria, near the sea. 

t Epirns, a country to the west of Thessaly, along the 
Adriatic. 
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and forced the Senate to reject the offer. The war, 
therefore, went on, until at last Pebbhus was utterly 
defeated near Tarentum, which fell into the hands of 
the Romans, and was by them sacked and given up to 
plunder. It was in this battle that Cubius Dentatus 
won great fame ; and the spoils which he gained were of 
the richest and most splendid kind. Milo, one of the 
generals of Pybbhus, who had been left in charge of 
Tarentum, had at last given it up into the hands of 
the Eomans ; and so great was the quantity of silver 
found in the city, that silver money was soon after 
coined at Home, B.C. 269. 

Other wars between Rome and other nations of 
Italy followed, and lasted for many years. But 
everywhere the power of the Great City and her 
warlike troops was more and more firmly fixed, until 
almost the whole country submitted to their sway. 
Boman troops were stationed in all the chief towns, 
which, though they had their own laws, were called 
allies, and were bound to furnish a certain number of 
troops whenever needed by Borne. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Who were the Samnites ? 

2. What befell the Romans at Capua? 

3. Did the Samnites continue to be enemies against Borne ? 

4. Why did not their friendship last ? 

5. What was the end of the long war ? 
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6. How long had Rome now lasted? 

7. How bad A. Claudius made himself famous ? 

8. Who fought the battle of Sentinum P 

9. What was the result of it ? 

10. Who were the next enemies of Rome ? 

11. For what was Curius Dentatus famous ? 

12. What was the result of the other wars in which Romo 
now engaged ? 
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CHAPTER XI. 
B.C. 265, A.TJ.C. 489. 

THE CABTHAGINIANS — THE PUNIC WABS. 

During all this period, as the Bomans grew in power, 
so they grew in wealth, and so they improved in dress 
and in habits of daily life. They began to show taste 
in poetry and in music ; but now, also, they began to 
take delight in seeing deadly combats between men at 
the public games, who fought fiercely with the sword 
and dagger. These fighting men were called Gladia- 
tors; and the bloody combats at last became a dis- 
grace even among the brutal sports of the Circus. 

But war was their chief aim ; and in this the people 
took the greatest delight. They now turned their arms 
against Carthage, a rival state on the northern coast of 
Africa, about 100 miles west of Sicily. The Cartha- 
ginians were a nation of traders, and spoke a Phoe- 
nician, or, as the Komans called it, a " Punic" lan- 
guage. Their chief city, Carthage, was noble, and full 
of people (about 800,000) ; and to this city some 
hundred towns and cities of Libya paid tribute. Her 
fleets were large and well built, and her ships traded 
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far and wide, and her soldiers were many and well 
armed ; so that she was a proud match for Borne. The 
troops were chiefly Africans, Spaniards, and Gauls; 
but the leaders were Carthaginians, well skilled for the 
fight. 

Sicily at this time belonged to Carthage; but a 
band of adventurers, called Mamertines, had settled 
down at Messina ; and between them and the Cartha- 
ginians under Hiebo a strife now broke out. The 
Mamertines sent to Borne asking help, and this the 
Senate at last agreed to give. An army was de- 
spatched under C. Claudius, and the Carthaginians, 
after some fighting, were defeated. Hiero, who had 
been made King of Sicily, was forced to ask for peace, 
and the Carthaginians were driven out of the island. 

And thus it came to pass that the Great War broke 
out which is called the First Punic War* It lasted 
twenty-three years, beginning 263 B.C., and ending 
about B.C. 241. It was a long, cruel, and destructive 
war; and there is little in all its history that is of 
interest to us. There were few famous men on either 
side ; and no such leaders as Decius, or Cusius, or 
Camillus, the famous captains of Borne. 

Soon after the war broke out, the Bomans gained 
several victories over the Carthaginians, though they 
were inferior to their enemy, both in ships and in 
sailors. But they were quick at learning in time of 
war ; and a Carthaginian ship having been wrecked on 
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the Italian coast, it was soon seised by the Romans and 
used as a model in building a fleet of 100 vessels, which 
were ready for sea in a few months.. Still, they were 
no match for the Carthaginians at sea, until C. Duillius 
the Consul contrived a plan for boarding an enemy's 
ship, which brought success at once. At the end of 
the prow of the ship he set up a mast, and to this he 
fastened a sort of stage, which could easily be dropped 
on the deck of the enemy, and there made fast by an 
iron hook. When not in use this stage was drawn 
up against the mast ; and in the middle of a fight it 
was quickly lowered, and by it the Roman soldiers 
swept down on the enemy's deck, and carried all 
before them. This it was which helped them to 
gain the great victory at Agrigentum, B.C. 256, 
A.U.C. 498. 

The Romans next turned their arms against the 
coast of Africa, of which they had heard strange stories 
— its savage people and wild beasts. But, to their 
surprise, they found it a rich and fruitful country 
adorned with noble houses and gardens, which the 
lawless soldiers of Borne soon overran and plundered. 
Manlius, one of the Consuls, set out laden with booty 
for Rome 5 while the troops under Regultjs, the other 
Consul, still kept at Clypea, their head-qnarters. The 
Carthaginians, who had fought most bravely, now 
began to despair, and sued for peace ; but, finding the 
Roman terms too hard, they nobly resolved to fight it 
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out or perish in the attempt. Ebgulus was defeated 
and taken prisoner, while many of the Roman ships 
were wrecked at sea, upwards of 100 being destroyed 
off Cape Palinurus, B.C. 253, A.U.C. 501, Both 
sides were now, therefore, glad to rest. The prisoner 
Begulus was sent to Borne to offer terms of peace, 
under a promise to return if no peace were made ; but 
he himself advised the Senate not to agree to the 
terms, and according to his promise went back to his 
enemies as bold and resolute as he had left them. En- 
raged with the brave old man, the Carthaginians, after 
much cruel torture, at last murdered him by rolling 
him down the hill in a cask lined with iron spikes, 
where he was left to perish slowly in all the agony 
of pain and thirst, B.C. 250. In return for 
this the Eomans are said to have put to death two 
Carthaginian hostages with equal cruelty — a sad 
proof of the brutal nature of warfare in those warlike 
days. 

For nine years longer did the bloody strife last, 
victory sometimes being on the side of Home, some- 
times on that of Carthage, both by land and sea. As 
it drew on towards a close, a Carthaginian general 
made himself famous by plundering the Italian coast. 
This was Hamilcar Barca, the father of the still 
more famous Hannibal, who lived to become the 
terror and the scourge of Borne. The war ended at 
last, having nearly ruined both kingdoms engaged in it. 
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Sicily was made a Roman province ; but Rome had been 
so drained of vast sums of money that new taxes were 
useless, and the city was filled with discontent. Car- 
thage was too poor to pay her own hired troops, who 
broke out into rebellion and laid waste the land, until 
they were forced into submission by Hamilcar, and 
led into an expedition against Spain. He led his troops 
into that country, and there soon after perished on the 
field of battle. But before setting out he made his 
son Hannibal, then a boy of nine years, swear a 
solemn oath never to make peace with Rome, an oath 
which he lived to keep with bitter revenge. Now, 
however, for a time, peace came; and during these 
years which followed the First Punic War the Romans 
step by step stretched their power over all Northern 
Italy, and at last gained possession of the whole conti- 
nent, with Sicily, Sardinia, and Greece. It was during 
this period that the Temple of Janus was once more 
closed (having been open since the time of Numa). 
B.C. 235, A.U.C. 519. 



QUESTIONS. 

1. Was Rome now growing in power only? 

2. In what else ? 

3. Who was her new rival ? 

4. Where was Carthage ? 

5. What caused the First Punic War P 

6. How long did it last ? 
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7. What was the result of it ? 

8. Tell the story of Kegulus, 

9. Who was HamilcarP 

10. What oath did he force his son to take ? 

11. How long was it since the temple of Janus had been 
shut? 
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CHAPTER XII. 
B.C. S18, A.U.C. 586. 

THE SECOND PUNIC WAB. 

The First Punic War lasted twenty-three years, and 
the peace which followed was of about equal length ; 
but though Rome had suffered much in men and in 
treasure, Carthage suffered far more. She had lost 
hundreds of her best trading ships and vessels of war, 
as well as many of her richest seaports. Before this 
she called herself Mistress of the Sea : it was on the 
sea that she was beaten. Hannibal, no doubt, felt 
all this, and burned to revenge his country's wrongs. 
A very little was sufficient once more to light the flame 
of war. Hannibal had laid siege to the Greek city 
Saguntum,* which sent at once to Borne for help. 
The Romans in answer insisted that the siege should 
be raised ; but this Hannibal sternly refused to do. 
The city was stormed, and razed to the ground, and 
then Hannibal went back to Carthagena. 

Upon this, war was openly and joyfully declared by 

* Saguntum, a town of Hispania Tarraconensis, north of 
Valentia, near the sea. 
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the Romans, who were burning to meet their old ene- 
mies in the field ; and thus began the Second Punic War. 
Hannibal, only twenty-six years of age, was at the 
head of an army of 50,000 infantry and 90,000 cavalry, 
and these he led by swift marches into the midst of 
Italy. Almost without opposition he reached the banks 
of the Rhone,* which he crossed not far from Avignon, 
and then, in spite of hostile tribes of Gauls, and all 
that the Romans could do, he made his way to the 
snowy Alps. Thousands of his troops died of cold 
and hunger ; but still on pressed the brave Carthaginian 
through the wildest mountain passes, harassed by the 
foe, and by all the perils of the way, until he reached 
the plain of Italy beyond. Here he was met, on the 
banks of the Ticinus, by the Roman Consul Scipio, 
who was utterly defeated, and barely escaped with his 
life. This victory was followed by another equally 
fatal to Rome, near the river Trebia ; after which both 
sides retired into winter quarters. Spring-tide came, 
and then Hannibal, having crossed the Apennines, 
met the enemy under Consul Flaminius, near the Lake 
Thrasymenus.f He attacked them with his usual fury, 
and the Roman army was once more cut to pieces, 
15,000 being left dead on the field, and among them 
Flaminius himself. B.C. 217, A.U.C. 537. 

* Rhone. See Map. 

t Thrasymenus, a lake of Italy, near Perusium. 
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The panic caused by this victory reached even to 
Rome, and Quintus Fabius Maximus was made Dic- 
tator, while Hannibal swept across the rich plain of 
Falernum, laying waste with great fury. Fabius was 
a slow and cautious general ;* and Hannibal was both 
brave and cunning. For a time the two armies watched 
each other with great vigilance, neither side gaining 
much advantage ; but at last Hannibal managed to 
elude his foe, and escape among the mountains of 
Samnium. 

But the next year they again met at the fatal battle 
of Cannse, in Apulia, on the banks of the Aufidus, 
where a vast Roman army was drawn up in battle 
array under the Consuls JSmilius Patjlus and T. 
Varro. This battle was fought by Hannibal with 
infinite skill and courage ; and again the Romans were 
defeated, losing, it is said, upwards of 40,000 men. 
So fearful was the slaughter, that among the spoil was 
a bushel of gold rings which had been worn by knights 
on the battle-field. When the news of this terrible 
defeat reached Rome, the whole city was lost in grief, 
and went into a general mourning ; a day was fixed 
for all business to be stopped, and every temple opened 
for sacrifice and prayer to the angry gods. 

To supply the place of the thousands who had fallen, 
fresh legions were raised, by admitting into the ranks 

* Fabius was hence called " Cunctator,^ or Delayer. 

o 2 
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slaves from the estates of the nobles. The grand army 
which had been raised to crush Hannibal had been 
utterly destroyed ; and all hope at Borne seemed dead. 
But they did what they could, and resolved to do all 
and to dare all against their bitter foe, who had now 
made his way to Capua, a city in Campania, almost as 
famous and as rich as Home herself. The people of 
Capua, after some treaty, declared in his favour, and 
so did many other states in the south of Italy ; and it 
seemed as if his great plan of revenge was to be carried 
out in the utter ruin of his enemies the Romans. But 
Capua was his ruin. There his soldiers, giving them- 
selves up to idle pleasure, soon grew weak and careless 
of the war. He had lost thousands in the field, and 
could get no great help from home; while the raw 
recruits to be had in the country were no match for old 
and tried soldiers. His brother Mago brought to him 
some troops and a few elephants ; and though this was 
but scanty help, he attacked and took a few towns, 
and among them the city of Tarentum. Meanwhile 
the Romans, with the best force they could raise, 
besieged Capua; and Hannibal, unable to force them 
to raise the siege, marched upon Rome. But before 
he could reach it, the Roman general Fulvius, re- 
called from Capua, had passed him on the way, and 
was ready to receive him at the city gates. B.C. 211, 
A.U.C. 543. Hannibal, therefore, was driven to 
retreat. Capua surrendered to the Romans, who were 
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thus again triumphant. The nobles were either put to 
death or cast into prison, and the people sold as slaves. 
Fortune now seemed to be turning against Hannibal. 

All this time the Romans had been carrying on a 
great war in Spain, in which the family of the Scipios 
had become very famous against the power of Carthage; 
but the special hero was young Publius Scipio, now 
about twenty-seven years of age. His father and uncle 
had both perished in Spain, and he himself so well-known 
among the people for bravery and skill, that with one 
voice he had been chosen Proconsul. He had set out at 
once, and his first exploit was to take Carthagena, or 
New Carthage, a rich and famous city. Within five 
years the power of the Carthaginians in Spain was 
broken, and Scipio returned to Rome in triumph, with 
much booty. He was well received by the people, and 
made Consul for the year B.C. 205. 

The Romans had, after a long siege, taken Syracuse ; 
and now, when Hasdrubal, the brother of Hannibal, 
crossed the Alps into Italy, they raised against him an 
army of 150,000 men. A battle ensued on the banks 
of the Metaurus, and after a noble fight he was over- 
thrown with great slaughter, Hasdrubal himself being 
slain. Ten thousand Carthaginians are said to have 
perished in that fatal battle. The news was received 
with great joy at Rome ; for, by Hasdrubal' s death, 
the good fortune of Carthage was utterly broken. 
Hannibal, too, felt this, and at length, after fifteen 
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years' fighting, he was recalled to Carthage. B.C. 203, 
A.TT.C. 551. 

Carthage now wished for peace, and ambassadors 
were sent to Rome to treat for it; but while they 
were absent, in utter dread of the enemy, Hannibal 
was called home, and the truce broken by some 
Carthaginians seizing the vessels bringing corn from 
Sicily for the Romans. War, of course, followed, and 
Carthage was once more defeated at the battle of Zama. 
Both sides fought very bravely ; but, in spite of his 
troop of elephants, Hannibal was at length defeated, 
and glad enough to escape in safety to Carthage. 
Peace was granted by the Romans, but on very hard 
terms. They were to give up all their fleet but ten 
ships ; to keep no elephants for the fight ; to pay an 
annual tax of 200 talents for fifty years ; to give up all 
prisoners ; to restore his kingdom to Masinissa, king 
of Numidia, who had helped Scipio, and to send 100 
hostages to Rome. Once more, then, Scipio returned 
in triumph to Rome, taking Syphax, who had helped 
the Carthaginians, with him as a prisoner ; and thus 
ended the Second Punic War, having lasted for seven- 
teen years. B.C. 201, A.U.C. 553. 

Both these famous generals, Hannibal and Scipio, 
had fought well and bravely for their country for many 
a long year ; but after all their fighting, and enduring 
many hardships, neither were well treated by the 
peoples for whom they had done so much. Hannibal 
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lost his favour among the people by making some 
changes in the government, and for this he was driven 
to flee for his life to Antiochus, king of Syria, just 
then about to enter on a war with Home. The 
campaign was carried on in Greece, and Antiochus 
being worsted, came back into Syria, where he was 
followed by Scipio and defeated. To buy peace he 
gave up a large portion of his dominion in Asia Minor ; 
while Hannibal once more fled for safety to a foreign 
prince, Prusias of BHhynia. The Eomans demanded 
that the brave old Carthaginian should be given up ; 
and to escape them he took poison, which, it is said, 
he always carried in his ring. This was the act of a 
coward rather than a brave man. B.C. 183, A.U.C. 
571. 

About the same time died Scipio, his brave enemy 
and rival. He was accused, after his return from some 
hard fighting in Asia, of having taken bribes from 
the enemy, as well as an unfair share of the spoil. 
Cato, a stern old Eoman, persuaded the people to accuse 
him of the crime ; but he proudly refused to answer 
the charge, and made a long speech to them, telling of 
all his sufferings, fighting, and victories. They listened 
eagerly, and then hastened off with loud shouts of 
triumph to the Capitoline Temple, ready to acquit 
as they had been to condemn. But it was too late. 
Scipio retired in disgust into Campania, and there 
died. 
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For. *uch an age, they were both famous men. 
• Sciwff was brave, headstrong, and passionate ; but 
he had respect for his religion, and was just and 
upright. If Hannibal was at times harsh and cruel, 
he was a true patriot, hardy, brave, and enduring. 
Both were most skilful warriors, and both lived and 
died for their native country, which at last treated 
them so ill in return. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. How came the Second Punic War to break out? 

2. How long did it last ? 

3. Who fought the battle of Thrasymenus ? 

4. What was the result of the battle of Cannse ? 
6. What befell the Carthaginians at Capua ? 

6. Who was Hasdrubal, and where did he die ? 

7. Who was Publius Scipio ? 

8. Who won the battle of Zama ? 

9. What became of Hannibal at last ? 

10. How was Scipio treated by his countrymen ? 

11. Describe both these famous men. 



OUTLINES OP ROMAN HISTOEY. 71 

CHAPTER XIII. V i^, > 
B.C. 183 to B.C. 118. 

HOME INCEEA8E3 IN POWEE, WEALTH, AND EXTENT 
OF EMPIEE — THIED PUNIC WAE — FALL OF CAE- 
THAOE AND COEINTH — THE SEDITION OF THE 
GEACCHI. 

The Romans were uow at peace with Carthage for 
many years, but, as usual, were engaged in warfare else* 
where. Strife broke out between them and the Mace- 
donians, whose king, Philip, having two sons, Deme- 
trius and Peeseus, was persuaded by Peeseus, the 
younger, to put Demeteius to death. Peeseus 
thus soon after became king, and having married the 
daughter of Antiochus, of Syria, surnamed Epipha- 
nes,* B.C. 179, was at last driven by the Romans 
to declare war against them. This war lasted three 
years, and at the end of it iEMiLius Paulus defeated 
Peeseus in the battle of Pydna, and carried him in 

* Antiochus " EpipTuznes" or illustrious; famous only 
for his cruelty and vices, and his bitter oppression of the 
Jew?. 
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triumph to Rome. The prisoner did not long survive 
this, but, after suffering many cruelties, died at Alba 
about the year 167 B.C. After the death of Perseus, 
his empire was divided up into separate petty provinces, 
and so fell to pieces, as many a great empire has done. 
As to this jEmilius, he has been praised as a brave 
and noble soldier; but he much more deserves the 
name of a cruel, heartless tyrant, who, for the sake 
of plunder, spared neither age, rank, nor sex. He 
marched from town to town, plundering and destroying 
wherever he* came, and leaving marks of desolation 
throughout his course. 

The simpler, braver manners and morals of the olden 
time were getting changed for the worse. The Romans 
got richer, prouder, and more luxurious, but not wiser 
or more truly brave; and while the nobles became 
richer, thousands of the lower class sunk deeper and 
deeper down in poverty. 

Matters were in this state when, after a peace' of fifty 
years, war again broke out with the Carthaginians. 
Two such rivals as Eome and Carthage could not long 
be at peace ; and a slight excuse was enough to cause 
strife once more. The Romans were eager to find some 
ground for. a quarrel — the Carthaginians as eager to 
appease them. They even asked the Romans to settle 
a question of dispute between them and Masinissa ; 
but though there were two parties at Rome, one declar- 
ng for peace, and the other for war, the people cried 
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out for war. Cato, the famous old Eoman, urged 
them on, and a vast army of 80,000 foot soldiers and 
4000 horsemen were sent into Sicily, and these only 
were to treat with Carthage in answer to her petition 
for peace. They offered hard and treacherous terms 
indeed ; but even these were accepted. The Cartha- 
ginians were to give up all arms, ships, and stores ; to 
send 300 noble children as hostages to Eome; and 
having destroyed their city, were not to build it again 
on the old site, but ten miles from the sea. " Carthage 
must be destroyed," said the Eoman Consuls. The 
Carthaginians had already given up thousands of their 
arms and engines of war; but at these last words, 
though in utter despair, they saw the falsehood of Rome, 
and resolved to save their city, or die. They went 
back to their city in desperation, closed the gates, 
and then the people rose like one man, and worked 
day and night in forging new arms and engines, and in 
building ships, the women cutting off their hair to 
make new rope. So bravely did they fight, and so 
stout was the defence, that for two years the Romans 
besieged the city in vain. In the third year P. Scipio 
^Emilianus, son of the brutal iEMiLius Paulus, was 
made Consul, and sent against Carthage. The siege 
that followed was long, terrible, and bloody. The 
Romans knew not the word pity ; and at last, in the 
fourth year, the city was stormed and taken. The 
brave citizens, worn out by famine, disease, and in- 

h f 
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cessant fighting, were brave to the very end, and were 
cut to pieces fey thousand* when unable any longer to 
resist. The whole city was destroyed and burnt ; while 
Hasdbubal,* the Carthaginian general, who, like a 
coward, had fled for refuge into a temple, besought 
iEariLiANUS to spare his life. His life was granted, 
but his wife and children, in scorn of him, flung 
themselves into the flames and perished* B.C. 146, 
A.U.C. 608. 

Thus fell Carthage,t utterly and for ever, after 
existing for seven centuries — an older and finer city 
even than Rome itself; and the plough was made to 
pass over the ground where its noble palaces and towers 
once stood. 

Nor was this the only triumph of Eome ; for in the 
very same year, 146 B.C., a rebellion having broken 
out in Macedonia, the famous city of Corinth was 
taken, plundered, and burnt; a great part of Greece 
was made a Roman province, and some of the noblest 
pictures and statues in the world were carried in triumph 
to Rome. War had also been carried on in Spain, 
where the Celtiberians (people of the province of Old 

* There were several famous men, about this time, who 
bore the name of Hasdrubal, the most famous being he who 
died on the field of battle at Metaurus. 

t Tyrian Carthage. This famous city was On the penin- 
sula joined to the main-land of Tunis by an isthmus, and 
-eastcred twenty-three miles in circumference. 
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Castile) fought bravely for many years. The Romans 
had sent out several expeditions under different Consuls, 
but without success. At last, Scipio JSmilianus 
was sent with a body of 60,000 men to besiege 
Numantia, a strong and famous eity, which was 
defended by only 4000. The Numantians were bold 
and hardy soldiers, and for a long time held out with 
great bravery. But at last, after their supplies had 
been all cut off, and they had been driven by terrible 
famine to eat even the flesh of the dead, the city was 
given up. When the gates were opened scarcely a 
human being was found alive, all having perished of 
hunger, or having destroyed themselves rather than fall 
into the enemy's hands. A frightful carnage followed, 
and the few spared were spared only to become slaves 
to the Roman conqueror. This victory gave to Scipio 
Africanus his second title of Numantinus. B.C. 
133, A.U.C. 621. But the practice of making slaves 
of every conquered people at last became a cause of 
danger to Rome; and an insurrection now broke out 
among the slaves of Sicily, in which many thousands 
perished. A vast army was sent against them from 
Rome under P. Rupilius ; and though the Sicilians 
fought bravely, they wanted discipline, and were soon 
cut to pieces and destroyed. Many were most cruelly 
put to death ; and the fair and fruitful land was laid 
waste. 
At Rome the soldiers were now becoming chief *'• 



76 OUTLINES OP ROMAN HISTORY. 

number and in power ; it was no longer a strife between 
Patricians and Plebeians, for both these titles began to 
be less thought of. Few of the old families were left ; 
and the gap between rich and poor got wider and 
wider. The few men whose forefathers had been 
famous as soldiers or statesmen were called Nobilea, 
nobles ; and those not thus known were Nbvi, or new 
men. Soldiers who had power, and men who had 
money to bribe, were fast becoming the chief men in 
the state ; and the old bond between Patron and Client 
was being utterly broken down. This was a great loss; 
and, to make it worse, the public revenues and taxes 
were farmed out to the highest bidder, who was bound 
to pay a certain yearly income to the state, and was 
left to wring it from the people by injustice and 
oppression. Such men were called Publicum, publicans ; 
hated almost as much by the Roman people as they 
afterwards were by the Jews in the time of our Saviour. 
Meanwhile the empire of Rome became wider and 
wider. The city had now lasted for six hundred years, 
and almost all the civilized world was under her sway. 
Her armies had conquered Spain and Portugal ; seized 
on Sicily, Sardinia, and other rich islands in the 
Mediterranean; subdued Macedonia, Thessaly, and 
Greece; Carthage was destroyed, and her dominions 
made a part of the empire ; while in Asia the terror of 
their name was spreading far beyond the kingdom of 
Pergamus, which had become the tenth Roman pro- 
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vince. This was the state of things when sedition 
broke out in Home, and ended, as tumult often does, 
in bloodshed and misery. Among the noblest families 
of Borne was that of the Gracchi, of which two sons 
remained, Tiberius and Caius, well known for gentle- 
ness, bravery, and love of their country. The state of 
the poor at this time throughout the empire was very 
sad } and Tiberius thought that something might be 
done for them by reviving the old Licinian laws 
permitting citizens to hold 600 acres of land. When 
made Tribune he got a bill passed to effect this, and 
persuaded the people to depose Octavius, the other 
Tribune, who opposed it. There was some good in his 
measure, but some evil also; and the rich bitterly 
hated and opposed him. The end of this hatred was a 
tumult, in which Gracchus and some hundreds of his 
friends were murdered, and cast into the Tiber. B.C. 
132, A.U.C. 62 . 

Tor many years after the death of Gracchus the 
law which he passed bore no fruit, but fresh misery to 
the people. Many thousands of the poorer citizens 
were put to death by the new Consul ; and the famous 
Scipio Africantts, who had strongly opposed the law 
.of Gracchus, was suddenly found dead in his chamber, 
where he was supposed to have been strangled by one 
Papirtus Carbo (a Tribune), who had been appointed 
to carry out the law. His death was a great and 
terrible loss. At last, after ten years, his brother, Caiu?' 

h 2 
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Gracchus, came back from Sardinia, and was made 
Tribune. One of the first things he did was to try to 
carry out the spirit of his brother's law with regard to 
land and the sale of corn ; and though the object was 
a good one, it was at last his ruin. He made an 
enemy of Opimius, the Consul; and, at some public 
election, a tumult having been raised, and one of the 
Lictors killed, an outcry was raised against Gracchus, 
who fled for safety into a grove. There, at his own 
request, one of his slaves slew him, to escape his 
enemies. The soldier who found both master and slave 
dead, cut off the head of Gracchus, and was rewarded 
with its weight in gold by the fierce Opimius. Many 
of the friends of the Gracchi were seized on and put 
to death without trial, and into the river Tiber was 
cast many a bloody corpse. B.C. 118, A.U.C. 636. 
The main object of the Gracchi was, no doubt, for 
their country's good ; but they were not careful as to 
the means they used to carry it out. Tiberius 
Gracchus was in some respects a great man, but he 
failed in the moment of action, and then made enemies 
when he needed friends. The Senate hated him for 
his power among the people. Long after the death of 
her two sons, a statue of Cornelia, their mother, was 
set up in the Forum, with these words: " To Cornelia, 
the mother of the Gracchi." 
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QUESTIONS. 

1. Who was Perseus, and what became of him P 

2. In what respect were the Bomans changing for the 
worse ? 

3. What was the result of the Third Punic War ? 

4. How long had Carthage stood ? 

5. How did Scipio get the title of Numantinus P 

6. Where was Numantia? 

7. Why was the practice of making slaves of a conquered 
people dangerous to Borne P 

8. How far had the empire now stretched ? 

9. Who were the Oraechi, and what became of them ? 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
B.C. 118, A.U.C. 630. 

JUGURTHA — MARIUS— THE 80CUI» WAR — WAR WITH 
MITHRIDATES — SULLA, THE DICTATOR— CIMNA. 

Sad times followed all these tumults and bloodshed. 
Tiberius Gracchus had fallen a victim to the hatred 
of Opimius, and a Tribune named Decius was bold 
enough to indict him for the crime. But he was tried 
and acquitted; Carbo, the suspected murderer of the 
great Scipio, being his defender. And though 
Opimius was acquitted, so fierce and so bitter was the 
speech of a young Roman named Crassus against 
Carbo that he put an end to his life by poison.* 

Meanwhile war had again broken out in Africa, 
where, after the death of Masinissa, the kingdom had 
passed to his son Micipsa. On the death of Micipsa 
it was bequeathed to his two sons and his nephew 
Jugurtha, an ambitious man, who, in order to get 
the power into his own hands, killed one of the young 

* This L. Licinius Crassus was brother-in-law of tho 
Gracchi, and afterwards got the name of "The Orator" for 
his famous speaking. 
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princes, and drove the other to seek for help at Rome. 
The Roman Senate decided that the kingdom should 
be equally divided between Juguktha and the prince. 
But this did not content Jugurtha, and he in a few 
'years contrived to put his other rival also to death. 
Upon this the Romans declared war against him ; and 
Juguktha was glad a second time to buy peace of 
the conqueror for a time by bribery. But it did not 
last long ; and the end was that, with the help of his 
father-in-law Bocchus, king of Mauritania, he twice 
gave battle to the Romans, under Caius Marius, and 
was twice defeated. Jugurtha was himself a traitor, 
and ended his days as many a traitor does. He was 
taken captive to Rome, and there died in prison ; or, 
as some say, was put to death with his two sons. 
B.C. 106, A.U.C. 648. Thus Numidia became a part 
of the Roman empire. In this war Caius Marius, 
though at first only a common soldier, rose to the 
rank of military Tribune, and at last assumed the chief 
command in place of his former general, Metellus ; 
and to him the victory was mainly owing. Before 
long his services were needed against another enemy — 
a fierce and rugged tribe of Celts from the forests of 
Germany. They had already overrun a great part of the 
province of Gaul,* and spread desolation and terror 

* Gaul (Gallia) was divided into two parts, Gallia CisaU 
pina and Transalpina — this side of, and beyond the Alpc 
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wherever they went. They were of the same fierce 
race as the Piets of Scotland. Against them the 
Romans sent a large army trader their hero Caius 
Mabius, who had been chosen Consul, and now set 
out with his usual courage and skill Two hordes of 
barbarians made their way across the Alps; and one 
having been cut to pieces by Mabius, the other laid 
waste a part of Lombardy, where they too were soon 
overtaken by the joint forces of Mabius and Catalus, 
and routed with great slaughter. All these victories 
made Mabius so famous at Rome that they almost 
honoured him as a god; and for the sixth time he 
was chosen Consul — an honour they had given only to 
one other man, Valerius Cobvus. But, although 0. 
Mabius was a famous warrior, he was rough in 
manner, and soon roused to bitter anger. He thought 
more of his own advancement than his country's good, 
and was ready to use any means to gain his own ends ; 
but still he was bold and generous, and this made him 
a favourite with the people, who hailed him as the 
third founder of Rome.* 

Meanwhile war had again broken out in Sicily, which 
for three years was laid waste by a body of armed 
slaves ; and these, for this time, defied the power of 
Rome, under the guidance of one Salvius, a soothsayer. 
But, at last, their leader was slain, and the rebels utterly 

* Bomulus and Camillus were the other two. 
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crushed ; no slaves being after this allowed to carry 
arms. B.C 99, A.U.C. 655. 

At this time there was great strife at Some as to 
who should be admitted to the franchise, i.e., should be 
freemen of Rome and have votes. The Italians justly 
desired this, but some of the Roman citizens refused to 
allow it ; and the end was much strife, and at last a long 
contest, called the Social War, which lasted two years, 
and brought Italy to a sad state. It is said that during 
this time upwards of 300,000 lives were lost. During 
this war the old warrior Marius and L. Cornelius 
Sulla were famous generals ; and, as a reward for his 
services, Sulla was chosen Consul, to be sent at the 
head of a large army against Mithridates, king of 
Pontus. Some of the friends of Marius tried to get 
the command for him; and Sulla, hearing of 
this, marched straight to Rome, and forced his way 
into the city. Many of the party of Marius were 
banished by the Senate, and the old general himself 
fled to Minturnse. Here, it is said, a slave was sent 
to murder him, but was so terrified at tiie very look of 
the warrior that he fled in terror, crying out, "I 
cannot slay Caius Marius." After this Marius took 
refuge in the lonely ruins of the once great city of 
Carthage, where he was joined by his son. 

Meanwhile Sulla was in trouble at Rome : he was 
feared but disliked by the Senate, though his command 
of the army was not taken from him. So inse^- 
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was his position that he even feared the power of 
Cinna, a newly appointed ConsnL By his advice 
Sulla was impeached for bringing an army within the 
city walls, and so at last driven to seek safety in flight 
to Greece, where he plundered Athens, and gained two 
great victories over Mithbidates at Cheronaea* and 
Orchomenus.f Cinna was, in fact, the friend of 
Mabius ; while Octavius, the other Consul, was the 
friend of Sulla ; and the city was soon once more 
filled with tumult and confusion. At last Cinna 
made himself so hateful to the Senate that he was 
driven from Borne into Campania, where he was soon 
after joined by Mabius, and a large body of troops 
was collected. At the head of these they marched 
against Borne, and laid so close a siege to the city 
that the Senate was forced to yield and admit the 
conquerors. Once more Cinna was made Consul, on 
condition that the past should be forgotten by both 
sides. But this promise Cinna soon broke, and the 
streets were filled with bloodshed. He was both false 
and cruel ; and among his first victims was Octavius, 
the Consul, whose office was then given to Mabius, 
Consul for the seventh time. B.C. 86, A.U.C. 668. 
But the end of Mabius was close at hand. Before he 



* Cheronsea, a city of Boeotia, where Plutarch the 
historian was born, 
f Orchomenus, a town of Boeotia. 
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had held office many weeks, in the midst of the cruelty 
and bloodshed, Marius himself died ; and for a time 
the carnage was checked. 

Meanwhile Sulla had driven Mithridates out of 
Greece, and pursued him into Asia, where, at last, in 
the third year of the war, peace was made, and he came 
back to Italy, B.C. 83, to take revenge on his enemies. 
The power of Cinna had become very great, and he 
contrived to be chosen Consul for four successive years ; 
but his own troops rose in rebellion, and slew him. 
The next Consuls raised a large army, marched against 
Sulla, and once more war spread through the land. 
The son of Marius and Pompeius (afterwards Pompey 
the Great) fought bravely ; but at the end of two years 
a great battle was fought near the gates of Home, in 
which the Marians were beaten. Sulla now proved 
himself more false and cruel than Marius. He 
ordered 8000 prisoners to be murdered in cold blood, 
and set up a public list* of persons who had favoured 
the cause of J&arius to be hunted out and slain 
throughout all the chief towns of Italy. Thousands 
perished in this way ; and many only escaped by flight 
into Spain. Sulla was now master of Italy, and took 
the title of Dictator, an office which had not been 
filled up for 120 years. His first favours were given 

• These were called " Proscribed," i.e., written down for 
death. 

I 
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to the army, by whose help lie had gained the supreme 
power ; and on them he bestowed the lands of his 
murdered enemies . He gave freedom to 1 0,000 slaves, 
and enrolled them as Cgbnbiii, after hk own name. 
He made many changed in the laws, and in various 
offices, with a view of adding to his own power. But 
his long eourse of wickedness was near its end. 
After being Dictator for some time, he gave up the 
office, and retired to Puteoli, where he employed 
himself in writing a sketch of his own life ; his leisure 
being spent in the company of the idle and vicious. 
There he died of a loathsome disease, B.C. 78, in the 
sixtieth year of his age. He was a man of bravery 
and of wit, but cruel, of fierce passions and coarse 
habits, knowing no law but his own will. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. How did Numidia become part of the Roman empire ? 

2. Who was Jugurtha, and what became of him ? 

3. "Why was Marina chosen Consul for the sixth time t 

4. What was the Social War? 

& Who was the rival of Marina? 

& When m Sulk talm the title of Dictator? 

?, What was his character, and what became of him ? 

9, WhowasCinna? 
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CHAPTER XV. 
B.C. 78, A.U,a 6?6, to B.C. 44, A.U.C. 710. 

POMPEY AND CBAS6U8, CONSULS — FRESH WARS. 
PLOT OF CATILINE— JULIUS CJBSAR— INVASION Of 
BBITAIN. 

1Touk& Maeiub had been killed in the great battle 
near Rome $ but some Mends of the cause were Still 
left, and they now collected a body of troops in Spain 
under a Roman general, Ssbtorius. For some time 
they were a match for the power of Borne, until the 
Senate sent an army against them with PompIy and 
Metbllus as leaders* Pomfby was then only 
twenty-four years of age, but already showed some 
good qualities as a soldier. Sb&tobius had been 
formerly a Preetor in Spain, and the people of Lusi- 
tania* haying a liking for him, asked him to come to 
their help* But he Boon lost their favour by his 
cruelty, and this at last led to his ruin. For two 
campaigns he had withstood ' MetelLus ; but when 
Pompey joined the Roman general, at the head of 
30,000 infantry and 1000 cavalry, he was glad to 
make an alliance with Mtthbidatis. The tetir 
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between them, were, that Mithridates was to have 
all Asia Minor, and help Sertorius by sea, who, in 
return, was to furnish Roman officers to train the 
soldiers of Asia. But Sertorius had made many 
enemies by his cruelty ; and Perpenna, an old Eoman 
captain, who, had joined the Spanish party against his 
own wish, now thought this a good time for trying to 
get the chief power into his own hands. Sertorius 
was invited to a banquet, and there the traitor Per- 
penna slew him, B.C. 72 ; and thus ended the Spanish 
war; for, after the death of Sertorius, Pompey soon 
triumphed over the troops under Perpenna, and went 
back to Borne. On his way home he met and defeated 
a body of men who, under a gladiator named Sparta- 
cus, had broken out into rebellion at Capua, and for a 
time defied the Roman army. But the rebellion was 
first checked by M. Licinius Cbassus, and then 
crushed by Pompey, whom the grateful Romans now 
cho&e as Consul, with Crassus, without first holding 
the offices of Quaestor and Praetor. 

Pompey was now growing famous ; and soon after 
this, B.C. 67, A.U.C. 687, he was chosen as general 
to conduct an expedition against the Cilician pirates, 
who had helped Sertorius, and were now ravaging 
the coast of Italy. Within a few months he had cut 
their fleet to pieces, and driven them to take refuge 
among their native mountains, where they were very 
glad to make peace. The pirates of Crete, too, fared 
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no better, and were treated with bitter cruelty by 
Metbllus, in spite of Pompey's orders to the 
contrary. Muck spoil was carried to Rome, and on 
his return the Bomaus gave Pompey a splendid 
triumph. 

The war against Mit&ridatbs had been fitill carried 
on in Asia by Lucullus, but his haughtinesB gave 
offence, and Pompey was appointed to take his place* 
On his arrival, good fortune forsook Mithbibates, 
and by a single battle he was driven across the 
mountains of Caucasus, and pursued by Pompey into 
Georgia. There for a time he was safe} but his 
soldiers soon after rebelled against him, and the 
wretched king, in despair, took poison, B.C. 63i His 
son Phaenacbb, like a traitor, sent the corpse te 
Pompby, who was far too great and brave to triumph 
over a Men enemy, and ordered it at once to be buried 
with all respect. Success went with Pompey wherever 
he turned his arms ) and after invading Egypt, he be* 
sieged Jerusalem, and reduced Syria to a Roman pre* 
vince. When he entered Judaea the land had long been 
filled with bloodshed and misery from the famous strife 
between Aristobulus and Hyrcanvs, who were fight* 
ingforthe High Priesthood* Pompby was asked to 
decide the matter, and chose H*ncANV3 ; upon which 
AitTSTobuLus resisted) and the Holy City waa given 
op to all the horrors of a long and bloody siege. 
In three months the city was taken, Syria was overrun 

i 2 
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by Roman troops, Roman soldiers were stationed in all 
the chief towns, and Judaea was a captive province. 
Aristobulus was sent prisoner to Rome, and, with 
many other prisoners, swelled the triumph of Pompey's 
procession on his return after the slaughter of the 
pirates. The state of the Jewish people was now 
everywhere brought down to the very dust, as the 
power of Rome spread far and wide. 

It is said that about this time many choice fruit- 
trees were brought by Roman soldiers from the East, 
and planted in Italy ; and a famous library was 
founded at Rome, to which Lucullus, the general, 
added many volumes. But no less was the city full 
of villainy and crime. L. Sergius Catiline, an old 
follower of Sulla's, was chief among the villains of 
his day. He was clever, bold, and vicious ; and having 
fallen into ruin by extravagance, he thought to recover 
his position by a plot to murder the Consuls and chief 
senators. But the plot failed. A second plot was 
formed; but this too fell to the ground, and the 
traitors who had joined Catiline were seized and put 
to death. Cicero, who was then Consul, gained 
some tidings of the conspiracy, and accused Catiline 
of treason in the Senate, until at last the traitor was 
driven out of the city, and took refuge in the camp of 
Manlius. Catiline was then named an outlaw, and 
Cicero, for his services, received the title of the 
T^her of his Country. The army of traitors soon 



OUTLINES OP ROMAN HISTORY. 91 

began to break up in terror ; and though many remained 
true to him, the end of the rebellion was, that Catiline 
himself was slain, and his army cut to pieces. Cicero 
had made himself famous by his speeches against 
Catiline, and now rose into power and favour as 
Consul. He was a clever writer and orator, and some 
of his speeches have come down to us. 

■ Many chief men in the city were suspected of having 

somewhat to do with the plot of Catiline ; and among 
these was the Praetor Caius Julius Cesar, a clever 
man, and a skilful soldier, who afterwards invaded 
Britain. But their guilt was never fairly proved, and 
thus they escaped. Three years after Catiline's 
plot CiESAR was chosen Consul; but he still aimed 
at higher power, and to gain this made an alliance 
with Pompey and Crassus to join in one com- 
mon aim. These three men, when working together, 
were powerful enough to carry almost any measure 
they pleased. They had all been Consuls, and taking 
the name of Triumviri (Three Men), divided be- 

/^ tween them the government of all the Koinan pro- 
vinces. Syria fell to the share of Crassus, Spain 
to Pompey, and Cisalpine Gaul* to CiESAR, as 
governor for five years. Cesar and Crassus soon 
set out for their provinces, but Pompey, with the hope 
of gaining power, remained at Home, which was still 

* Gaul : see Note on previous page. 
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in a sad state of strife between People and Patricians. 
Clodius and Milo, being candidates for the office of 
Praetor, fought in the street, and Clodius was slain. 
He was a Tribune ; and the people in revenge carried 
bis body into the Senate-house, which they set fire to f 
and burned. Many others perished in the riot. Such 
was the state of the city when Pompey again became 
Consul. Clodius had done what he could against 
the power and fame of Ciceeo, and, when Tribune, 
got a law passed against putting any citizen to death 
without a trial. This caused Ciceeo to leave Borne, 
and, in his absence, Clodius was base enough to destroy 
his houses both in the city and in the country. But 
the people still loved him, and he came back to Borne 
with great triumpb, B.C. 57, A.U.C. 697. 

Meanwhile Crassus was in his province, where he 
thought of nothing but how best to gain wealth and 
plunder: He seized on treasures in Jerusalem to the 
value of upwards of 10,000 talents,* and spread terror 
through the land by his cruel exactions. But, in his war 
against the Parthians, he was suddenly defeated, and his 
army put to flight. A treacherous guide gave him up to 
the Parthian general, and, in the tumult which followed, 
he was slain. His head being brought to the Parthians, 

* Talent i a Talent varied in value at different periods, 
and in different countries of classical history. The one here 
mentioned probably equals in value about £840. 
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it was filled with melted gold by the king, who 
exclaimed, " Be full now of that which, when alive, 
thou didst so much admire." B.C. 53. 

In Borne Pompey was now bent on gaining supreme 
power, and for this purpose he spent large sums of 
money among the people. He built a vast theatre for 
their public games and spectacles, in which hundreds 
of men and wild beasts often perished to please their 
brutal thirst for blood ; and the Senate soon perceived 
that he was becoming a great favourite among the 
people. To help their own views, and to be able to 
resist the power of Cesar, they made him sole Consul. 
But Pompey felt the danger of having all this power 
in his own hands, and therefore named his own father- 
in-law, Quintus Metellus Scipio, to be joint Consul 
with himself. He then endeavoured to pass several 
measures to strengthen the Senate and his own 
position; that he should still hold the command of 
his province and army; that no Consul should be 
chosen governor of a province until after an interval 
of five years : hoping thus to force Cesar to disband 
his troops. But while he cleverly passed laws at 
Borne, he was no match for the bold and clever 
general now fighting against the fierce and barbarous 
Gauls. Cesar saw in a moment that whoever had the 
largest and bravest body of armed men at his command 
would at once carry all before him ; and knowing this, 
he was content. After many battles, he had overrun 
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Gallia, and next invaded Britain* By craft, by crusty, 
and by force of arms, he bad conquered the Gauls, 
and he hoped to conquer the Britons as easily; but 
here he was mistaken* In crossing the Channel, B.C. 
55, A.U.C* 699, he lost a great part of his fleet; but 
he managed to make a landing near the South Fore* 
land, in Kent, and defeated a body of British who 
came against him. After going back to Gaul he 
invaded Britain a second time; but still he could 
make no entire conquest of any part of the island. 
The British princes pretended to pay tribute ; but this 
was chiefly to get rid of him, as the tax was never 
paid, and Casak had too much on his hands to be 
able to enforce it. He wished to extend the dominion 
of Borne; but he thought far more of his own power 
and position. Fresh troubles broke out in Gaul, and 
when he returned to it he found the whole country in 
rebellion! which, as fast as he put it down in one 
place, broke out in another. But at last the Roman 
soldiers triumphed, and all Gaul became a Boman 
province. 

And now it was that the great struggle really began 
between Pompby and Cssar* The bold and crafty 
general soon gathered tidings of what was going on in 
the city of Borne, and set out for Italy in triumph, 
after all his victories. He refused to come back to 
Borne as a private person, though the Senate had 
given orders that he should do so, unless his rival would 
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also give up the command of his troops, which "FounT 
durst not do. 

A small stream, called the Rubicon, divided his 
province from the Roman territory ; and when Gs&ak 
reached tluYhe stopped for a moment, knowing that 
when once it was crossed the die would be cast, and 
he would be in arms against his own country. But in 
a moment he dashed into the stream, at the head of all 
his troops. The towns of Italy opened their gates to 
him, and every where he was received with joy. Pompe y, 
though he was helped by the Senate, at once fled to 
Greece. Cjbsar, having reached Koine, seized on all 
the treasures, and quickly sent an army into Spain, 
where Pompey's lieutenants were at the head of seven 
legions.* In forty days he was master of the whole 
Spanish province. While away in Spain, the Romans 
made him Dictator, and soon after Consul for the next 
year; and this done, he set out onee more to meet 
his rival Pompby, whose army had much increased. 
After some fighting by land and sea, they met on the 
plain of Pharsalia, where in a great battle Pompby was 
utterly defeated. After his defeat he fled into Egypt, 
and there Ptolemy, to please his conqueror, caused him 
to be put to death. His head was sent to C^jsab, 
who is said to have shed tears at the sight, and to have 

• Legion, a t>o3y of troops containing from four to six 
thousand foot-soldiers, and about three hundred horsemen. 
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buried his rival with respect. GaESAB himself now 
fell in love with Cleopatra, the sister of Ptolemy, a 
woman of great talent and beauty, who was joint-heir 
with her brother to the whole kingdom. When, there- 
fore, called on to decide whose the kingdom should be, 
he decided in favour of Cleopatra; and for nine 
months he lingered in Egypt, until news came that the 
son of his old enemy, Mir h rid ate s, had rebelled 
against him in Syria ; when he set out for Pontus, and 
in a single battle so defeated the enemy that he summed 
up the tidings in three words : " Veni, Vidi, Vici" — 
I came, I saw, I conquered. Thus he gained his great 
victories. 

Before leaving Egypt, he had met Ptolemy and 
Cleopatra at Alexandria; and there it was that his 
palace was set on fire, and the famous Alexandrian 
Library was burned, then one of the wonders of the 
world. Ptolemy himself was drowned in the Nile, 
and Cleopatra became queen. Meanwhile at Borne, 
where CjEsar had trusted affairs chiefly to Marcus 
Antonius, strife had broken out on account of 
some new law which Antony had passed, and Cjssar 
only could restore peace by abolishing the law. 
And it now seemed as if he were about to become 
chief and sole power in the kingdom. But some still 
loved a form of government where power was in the 
hands of many, which they called a Kepublic; and 
among these was a famous old Koman, Cato, the 
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governor of Utica, on the African coast. He made 
an alliance with Juba, of Numidia, against Cesar. 
But with his usual promptitude the conqueror marched 
against them, defeated the Mauritanian, forced Utica 
to surrender, and his two rivals, Cato and Juba, to put 
themselves to death. Cato bravely defended Utica to 
the very last, but stabbed himself rather than see the 
ruin, he said, of his country. 

Thus CffiSAR triumphed again ; nor was his success 
less in Spain, where he overcame the last remnants of 
Pompey's forces, killing Cn^us, one of his sons, and 
forcing Sextus, the other, to take refuge in the moun- 
tains. Then once more he went back in triumph to 
Borne, to be created Consul for ten years, and Dictator 
for life, as well as Imperator of the republican army. 
He used his power wisely and well ; and when Marc 
Antony afterwards offered him the crown, the people 
rejoiced at his refusing it. He had the power, without 
the name of a king. His grand triumph had lasted 
four days for victories over Gaul, Pontus, Egypt, 
Africa, and Britain, B.C. 46, A.U.C. 708. But his 
power was too great to be free from enemies. A plot 
was formed against him in the midst of all his fame, 
and in this the chief men were Brutus and Cassius, 
the nephew and son-in-law of Cato. Cjssar had used 
them both well, but, like traitors, they plotted to kill 
him in the Senate on the Ides* of March. He is said 

* Ides, from the Latin word " Iduare" to divide. Thr 

K 
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to have known of bis danger. But, ybether or »ot, he 
wept calmly jtp his duty, and there fell dead under the 
daggers of to murderers. He fell, pierced with twenty- 
three wounds, at the foot of the statue of hi* rival 
PcwPEjr, /crying out, as his friend Beutus stabbed 
him, •" Et t» Brute/'* B.C. 44, aged 60. 

Bu| *aurder never brings freedom, and Bonis was 
not now fit for it. Caesar was a great and brave general, 
though, in some things, false and cruel : he had great 
talent, though selfish, and giyen up to all gross excess. 
He bad done nothing to make Borne purer or better. 
Yet they felt his loss ; and Ma»c Antony made oyer 
his dead body a speech full of such fire and passion, that 
the people, after burning the body on a funeral pile, in 
great fury set fire to the houses of the conspirators, 
and forced them to flee for their lives into Asia. 

QUESTIONS. 

1. Against whom were Pompey and Metellus sent? 

2. Who .was Sertorius, and what became of him 9 

$. Why did the Romans choose Pompey for Consul? 
4. What was tjje pad of the campaign against Mjthridatos ? 
6. What was the state of the Jewish people at this time ? 

6. Who was Catiline, and what was his plot ? 

7. Who was his great opponent? 

Ides were about the 15th, and divided the month into two 
equal parts. 
* " An* jfchou, also, Brutus," 



8. For what is Cicero famous ? 

9. Who were the First Triumvirate P 

10. Which of them has most to do with our own history ? 

11. Who was Cleopatra ? 

12. What became of Caesar ? 
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CHAPTER XVI. 
B.C. 44, A.U.C. 710, to A.D. 9. 

CAIUS OCTAVIUS. ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA. BATTLE 
OF ACTIUM. AUGUSTUS. THE BIBTH OF CIIBIST. 

Marcus Antonius now thought that the chief power 
was safely his, and at once took possession of such 
moneys and papers of CjEsab as he dared, and gave 
away the governments of different provinces, as he 
said, according to Cjesab's wishes, taking Cisalpine 
Gaul for himself. But Caius Octavius, the grand- 
nephew of Cjesab, had been named his heir, and he 
now came to Borne to claim at least his estates. He 
made a friend of Cicero, and by his help was chosen 
Praetor ; and then, according to custom, took the name 
of C. Julius Cesar Octavianus. Having made a 
friend of Antony also, he was joined by Lepidus, 
and these three formed the Second Triumvirate, agreeing 
to govern jointly for five years. A terrible proscription 
followed this treaty, and many thousand knights and 
senators were murdered in cold blood. Among these 
was Cicebo, whom Antony hated with a bitter 
hatred. He attempted to escape, but was driven back 
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by stress of wefcther, seized on, rind murdered by 
Antony's order 3 his Lead and bands being nailed 
up in the public Forums In all these deeds of blood 
Octayianus shared with a cold and cruel heart; 

Meanwhile BfttJTtfs and Cassius had raised a great 
army of 100)000 men, and fixed their camp at Philippi* 
in Macedonia, where in a great battle they were soon 
after defeated bjr CsisAb and Antony. There it was 
that, one night before the battle, a gloomy visibn ap- 
peared to Bbutus$ and a spectral figure warned him 
by saying, "I am thine evil genius, and shall meet thee 
again at Philippi" B.Gi 42, A.XJ.O. 712. Brutus 
and Cassius both died by their own hands; 

On his return from Greece, the great object of 
Octayianus was to increase his owp power ; and for 
this purpose he squandered large sums and possessions 
on his troops, that with their help he might be more 
than a match fdr Antony and Lrpidus. Antony 
was soon disposed of; He went down into Asia, and 
sent for Cleopatra, to demand why she had not taken 
part in the war against Brutus and Cassius. In 
reply* she asked him to a banquet, where he fell in 
love with her wit and beauty, and becatne as great 
a slave as CjesAr had been. With her he went back 
to £gypt t and there squandered all his treasures in 
riotous feasting. He divorced his own wife, who was 
Cesar's sister, in order to marry Cleopatra, and 
this ended in open war between him and Octayius. 

k 2 
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A great naval battle followed off Actium, on the coast 
of Epirus (B.C. 31), and there the power of Antony 
was crushed for ever. Antony and Cleopatra only- 
escaped by killing themselves — the Boman with a 
sword, and the famous queen by the bite of an asp, a 
small venomous creature, which she contrived to have 
brought to her in a basket of fruit. Antony had been 
a good soldier on the whole, quick and full of vigour ; 
but, without moral courage and without principle, he 
had fallen a slave to Cleopatra's beauty and his own 
selfishness. 

Octavianus was now master of the great Roman 
Empire, which included, besides Italy, Gaul, Spain, 
part of Germany and Greece, a large part of Asia, 
and some states of Africa. On his return to Borne 
he was received with great honour, and his name 
joined with those of the gods at all public feasts. 
His triumph was very splendid, and lasted for three 
days ; and once again the Temple of Janus was shut, 
as a sign that peace had come, even to Borne.* The 
empire contained upwards of four millions of men able 
to bear arms ; the standing army was 450,000 ; while 
the revenues brought in the vast sum of £40,000,000 
per annum. Over this mighty empire Octavian ruled 
wisely and well, with the titles of Emperor and 
Augustus. This, too, was famous as the age of 

• It had been open since B.C. 235, 
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many great poets, some of whose writings have come 
down to us, such as Virgil, Horace, and Ovid ;.and 
then, too, Livy* wrote his famous history. These 
poets and other good writers Augustus took into his 
favour ; while he did much to encourage the study of 
painting, sculpture, and the fine arts. Good roads 
were made in many parts of the country, and in the 
city he erected many noble buildings of white marble. 
He made also some wise laws, and founded a good 
police ; and all this was for the good of his people. But 
this is all that can be said for him. He indeed took 
the name of Pontifex Maximus, or high priest of 
their religion, as other kings had done; but he 
was heartless, false, and selfish to the last. Abroad, 
in almost every quarter, the Roman soldiers were 
victorious ; but in Germany some of the wild tribes 
rose in revolt against the general, Varus, whom they 
hated, and cut to pieces his famous legions. This was 
a sad blow to Augustus, who often cried out, " O 
Varus, give me bach my legions I" He died at Nola, 
in the 74th year of his age, asking, as he died, if he 
had performed his part well. His friends answered, 
" WeB," He exclaimed, " Plaudite " (Applaud me), and 
then expired. A.D. 9, A.U.C. 762. 

* Livius died at Patavium, Padua, about the year A.D. 17. 
Of his famous " History of Borne " only thirty-five out of 
one hundred and forty boojcs remain. 
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We hare now traced the rise of this great empire 
for more than seven hundred years. We hare seen 
how it grew in power and might* in wealth and in 
wickedness j but we have found not much trace of real 
virtue, true courage, truth* or honour. The empire 
of Borne was very mighty in appearance, and spread 
far and wide ever the earth ; but it was rotten at the 
heart. Her great men were mostly corrupt : vice and 
impurity were amdng all classes. Not only was the 
religion of the people a false onfe, but they had no faith 
in what they professed. There was much sjflendour, 
much wealth* some knowledge* great luxury and 
grandeur, but no true greatness. Such an empire, 
and subh men, could not long endure j and they soon 
began to sink down towards decay and ruin. 

Almost all knowledge of God had died out. Dark- 
ness indeed covered the earth, and gross darkness the 
people; and then it was that* in the 85th year of 
Augustus's reign, was born our Lord Jesus CkaisT, 
the true Kirife and Light of the world, " whose king- 
dom shall have no end." 



QUESTIONS* 

1. Who now appeared as the heir of Caesar ? 

2. Who fbnried the Second THtantirate ? 

3. What becahie of Cicero P 

4. Who fought tho battle of Phili^i f 
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5. Who were Brutus and Cassius, and what became of 
them? 

6. What became of Cleopatra P 

7. Of Antony? 

8. What was the character of Octayianus (Augustus) r 

9. WTiat famous writers lived in his reign ? 

10. How long had Borne now stood ? 

11. What was the character of her people ? 

12. For what is the reign of Augustus most famous ? 
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THE ROMAN EktEIfcORS, FROM TIBERIUS, A.i). 9* TO 
AUGUSTtJLUS, A.i>. 476. 

A long series of Emperors now followed Augustus, 
many of whom were famous for little more than a career 
of wickedness — a life of vicious indulgence, ending in 
a shameful or bloody death. 

TIBERIUS. 

A.D. 9 TO A.D. 37. 

Tiberius, the son-in-law of Augustus, who now 
became Emperor, had been famous as a statesman, but 
now showed himself only as a cruel tyrant. Vice and 
oppression, riot and falsehood, reigned alike in the 
city and through the land. Bloodshed and suspicion 
were on all sides. Germanicus, a famous and brave 
general, the son of his brother Drusus, was one of the 
first victims. He was a great favourite with the army, 
and this was enough to make him hated by the tyrant. 
GermIanicus was at once recalled from Germany, and 
sent to the East. There he won fresh fame as a 
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soldier, but on his way home fell sick, and died at 
Antiojch, it is said by poison. His death caused great 
grief at Borne ; and Pjso, who had been sent out by 
Tiberius as governor of Syria, himself dying suddenly, 
a suspicion arose that both had been poisoned. But 
whether this was true, or Gebmanicus only died by 
unfair means, it is now hard to say. 

The whole life of the Emperor was infamous and 
wicked; while Sejanus, the commander of his guards 
and prime favourite, was even more infamous than 
himself. He led Tibekius into wickedness of every 
kind, and gradually, by dint of flattery and cunning, 
got the chief power into his own hands. At last, after 
eleven years' tyranny, Tibebius began to suspect that 
his own life was in danger from Sejanus ; and he then 
persuaded the Senate to order the wretched favourite 
to be put to death. His whole family perished, and 
his body was cast by the enraged people into the 
Tiber. 

In the reign of this monster it was that Chbist our 
Lord suffered death upon the cross, for the sins of the 
world. In the 78th year of his age a plot was formed 
against Tibebius, in which a new favourite, Marco, 
and Caius Cesar, a son of Germanic us, joined, and 
by them the tyrant was murdered. 
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CAIUS OESAB (surnamed CALIGULA). 

AD. 37 TO A.D. 41. 

Caius C^sar was a favourite with the soldiers, and 
from them got the nickname of Caligula (little boot). 
He reigned but four years ; and though he began well 
enough at first, he gradually sunk into utter and selfish 
cruelty, until his actions were like those of a madman. 
In some things his conduct was more horrible than 
that of Tibebius — more wicked and more mad. He 
elected his horse a Consul, and fed him from a silver 
manger in a stable of ivory. 

He was murdered by his own Praetorian* guards, 
A.D. 41, in the 29 th year of his age. 



CLAUDIUS. 

A.D. 41 TO A.D. 54. 

The people and Senate of Rome were now getting 
weary of Emperors ; but the Praetorian guards, who had 
almost all power in their hands, at once seized on 
Claudius, the uncle of Caligula, and made him 
Emperor. He was weak-minded, dull, and without 

* Prsetorian : the bodyguard of the Roman Emperor, 
first formed by Augustus, in imitation of that which attended 
the " Prator" or Roman general. 
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talent ; and at last became a mere tool in the hands of 
a wicked wife, named Messalina. But, during his 
reign, the Komans settled in Britain, A.D. 43 ; and 
Claudius himself visited the island. London was 
founded about this time, and though it did not at 
once rise to be the capital of the island, the Komans 
stationed a large body of troops there, and afterwards 
called it Augusta. The Komans taught the Britons 
many useful arts, how to till the ground, and to build 
strong houses of stone; and some Britons became 
Koman citizens. It was during this invasion that 
Caractacus, the brave Welsh chieftain, was sent a 
prisoner in chains to Kome. 

After the death of Messalina, Claudius married 
his own niece. But she proved to be no less infamous 
than his first wife, and at last poisoned the Emperor 
that her own son Nero, by another husband, might 
have the throne. Claudius was thus the third 
Emperor murdered. A.D. 54. 



NEKO. 

A.D. 54 TO A.D. 68. 

Nero, who was but seventeen years old, began his> 
reign well. But as he grew to manhood he became 
the slave of his own passions, and was as false, cruel, 
and tyrannical as any who had gone before him. A 

L 
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single word was enough to procure his hatred, and if 
it offended him to bring death to the utterer. One of 
the first persons he put to death was his own mother, 
Agbippinaj and from this time he seemed to be 
given up to wanton wickedness and cruelty of every 
kind. His own wife was murdered. Many of his 
friends were poisoned, or otherwise put to death. But 
his cruelty to the hapless Christians went beyond all 
bounds. By his own order the city had been set on 
fire, and this crime he now laid against the Christians, 
and made it an excuse for torturing them with the 
most fiendish cruelty. They were crucified, burned 
alive, and destroyed by wild beasts 5 and in this bloody 
persecution St. Peter and St. Paul are said to have 
been martyred, with many others. While the city was 
burning, he is said to have showed his pleasure at the 
fearful sight by giving himself up to songs and music. 
The city was almost destroyed, and in it many noble 
libraries and other fine buildings. During his reign 
a rebellion broke out in Britain, at the head of which 
was the famous Queen Boadicea. This was subdued. 
But his own guards soon after revolted, and the 
cowardly tyrant died by his own hand. A.D. ,68. 
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GALEA, 

A.D. 68. 

Galba had been proclaimed Emperor by the guards ; 
but he was old, and worthless in his old age. The 
same soldiers that raised him to the throne murdered 
him at the end of seven months. 

OTHO. 

A.D. 68. 

Otho, who followed him, by the voice of the soldiers, 
began his reign by putting to death Tigellinus, the 
favourite of Nero. But his cruelties had no time to 
grow. The army in Germany proclaimed Vitellius, 
and Otho, like a coward, soon after died by his own 
hand. 

VITELLIUS. 

A.D. 69. 

Vitellius, who had gained favour with the army by 
indulging their vices, was not only a coward, but a 
lazy glutton. He was murdered by the soldiers after 
a reign of eight months. 
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VESPASIAN. 

A.D. 69 TO A.D. 79. 

Vespasian reigned ten years, and on the whole he 
reigned with wisdom and moderation. The Jews had 
risen in rebellion against Rome, and in the war against 
them he had been made general and then Emperor. 
Titus, his son, carried on the siege of Jerusalem, 
which, as the prophets of God had foretold, was one 
of the most horrible on record. The sufferings of the 
Jews were fearful. Upwards of 1,000,000 perished 
in the siege, and nearly 100,000 were carried away as 
prisoners. They died by thousands of famine in the 
city, which was utterly destroyed by fire; including 
that wondrous temple built by Herod the Great, of 
which Christ had said that not one stone should 
be left on another. It was in this reign that the 
noble Colosseum was built, the ruin of which still 
stands. Vespasian died in the seventieth year of his 
age, A.D. 79. Ageicola was his governor in Britain, 
and built fortresses to protect the British against the' 
attacks of the Scots. 

i 

TITUS. 

A.D. 79 TO A.D. 81. 

Titus was really loved by the people, but his reign 
lasted only two years, when, to their great sorrow, he 
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died of a fever. The great eruption of Mount Vesu- 
vius took place in this reign ; and by it the two famous 
cities of Herculaneum and Pompeii were utterly de- 
stroyed. Pliny, a famous philosopher, perished while 
watching the eruption. 



DOMITIAN. 

A.D. 81 TO A.D. 96. 

Domittan was the brother of Titus, but utterly un- 
like him in character. He began his reign by pre- 
tending to dislike 'cruelty. He ended by being in- 
famous for cruelty and wickedness. His only real 
care was to gratify his own selfish will. The wisest, 
noblest, and best men were his favourite victims, 
Wanton cruelty was a joy to him. He was vain, 
cowardly, and false to the last. But, happily, his 
life was short. He was murdered in the fifteenth year 
of his reign, A.D. 96 ; but not until he had caused a 
most bloody persecution of the Christians, in which 
St. John was banished to Patmos. This was the last 
of the Caesars ; who had reigned for a period of eighty 
years, stained with wickedness and with crime. 
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NERVA. 

AJ>. 96 TO A.D. 98. 

Nebva, who was chosen by the Senate, reigned only 
for eighteen months, and died of fever. A.D. 98. 
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TRAJAN. 



wf>y A.D. 98 TO A.D. 117. 

Before his death Nebva had chosen as his successor 
Tbajan, the governor of Upper Qermany ; a man in 
the prime of life, brave, generous, and wise. He at 
once set to work to reform abuses at home, and carried 
on the war abroad against the Dacians with vigour 
and success. He erected many noble buildings in 
Rome, and brought water into the city by some 
famous aqueducts . He built roads and drained marshes ; 
and his wife Plotina joined him in all his endeavours 
for the good of his people. 

But though thus wise and humane, he in his ignorance 
carried on a bitter persecution against the Christians, 
in which Clement of Rome and Ignatius of Antioch 
were put to death. He died at Seleucia, A.D. 117, on 
his way home from an expedition against the Parthians. 
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HADBIAN. 

A.D. 117 TO A.D. 138. 

He was succeeded by his nephew Hadrian, a man 
of learning and talent. He began his reign by lighten- 
ing the taxes of the citizens, and thought more of pre- 
serving peace at home than extending the conquests of 
Trajan his uncle. He spent thirteen years in visiting 
different parts of his dominions, and reached, among 
others, as far as Gaul and Britain. In Britain he is 
said to have done much for the city of York, and to 
have built a wall across the island, to protect the people 
against the Scots, from the mouth of the Tyne to the 
opposite coast. 

In other provinces of Borne he rebuilt their ruined 
cities ; such as Athens, Carthage, and Jerusalem ; and 
spent much of his reign in framing wise laws and in 
laying foundations for peace. 

He died in the twenty-second year of his reign,- and 
in the sixty-second year of his age. A.D. 138, 

ANTONINUS PIUS. 

A.D. 138 TO A.D. 161. 

Antoninus Pius had been named as successor 
by Hadrian, and was worthy of following so good 
and wise a] ruler. He was virtuous, gentle, and 
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humane ; and the poor Christians found in him a kind 
and true friend. He named Mabgus Aurelius to 
succeed him, and died in the seventy-fifth year of his 
age t A.D. 161, after a quiet and peaceful reign of 
twenty-three years* 



LUCIUS VERUS and MARCUS AURELIUS. 

A.D. 161 TO A.D. 180i 

Mabgus Aurelius had been named successor to 
the* throne by Antoninus Pius, but he now joined 
to himself another Emperor, Lucius Yebus. It is 
hard to understand how two could thus reign jointly. 
But thus they did, though utterly unlike in character 
and in action. Aurelius followed the steps of 
An*oninus Pius i Lucius Yebus followed those of 
Neko. Such a union could not bear much good 
fruit. AubeliU8, thinking to reform Yebus, gave him 
his daughter in marriage, but she encouraged him in 
all his wickedness and idle folly. 

An expedition had been undertaken against the 
Parthians ; and though Yebus had no skill as a com- 
mander, his generals had ; and the Roman soldiers 
were as usual victorious. They came home in triumph, 
but brought with them a terrible disease, which spread 
through the land like a plague. The people, in utter 
dread, said it was a judgment from the gods in con* 
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sequence of the Christian religion ; and a fresh perse- 
cution arose, in which Polycarp, a disciple of St. John, 
and Justin Martyr, were put to death. Soon after 
this, Vebus suddenly fell sick and died, and Aurelius 
was left to carry on the war as he best could. For 
five years he fought bravely against the barbarians who 
had invaded the north of Italy, and at last compelled 
them to seek for peace. 

The latter part of his reign was spent in quiet re- 
pose ; and though he saw in his son Commodus some 
signs of an evil disposition, he named him as his 
successor, and died peacefully at the age of fifty-eight. 
A.D. 180. 



COMMODUS. 

A.D. 180 TO A.D. 192. 

The reign of Commodus lasted twelve years, and 
was stained throughout by shameless vices and excess. 
His death was wished for long before it came to pass 
by the hand of assassins. He was murdered by some 
whom he had devoted to death, A.D. 192, in his thirty- 
first year. 
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PERTINAX. 

A.D. 193. 

PiratnfAX was an old and tried soldier, and, in at- 
tempting to restrain the lawless power of the Prae- 
torian guards, he was slain after a short reign of three 
months. 

DIDIUS JULIANUS. 

aj>. 193 TO a.d. 196. 

Didius seems to have been chosen Emperor by the 
soldiers because he was a man of great wealth, which 
they thought he would bestow largely on them, even 
if he did not bribe them to elect him. But the same 
men that wantonly chose him, after three years as 
wantonly put him to death. A.D. 196. 

SEPTIMUS SEVEBUS. 

A.D. 196 TO A.D. 211. 

Septimus Sevebus, whom they next chose, was 
bold, wise, and cruel. But one honour is justly his : 
he protected the Christians, who, in spite of all their 
sufferings, were year by year increasing in numbers^ 
and, if possible, in patient endurance. By him the 
Praetorian guards were sent away from Borne, and he 
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then spent four years in war against his rivals Niger 
and Albinus. After both these had been overcome 
and slain, he returned to Home, and took a bloody 
revenge on the nobles who were at peace at home. 
Towards the end of his life he undertook an expedi- 
tion into Britain with his two sons, Geta and Ca- 
racalla. After some hard fighting, he forced the Scots 
to submit to his sway, and built a wall across the island 
from the Frith of Solway to the German Ocean, 
Afterwards retiring to York, he there died, A.D. 211, 
much worn with toil and sorrow at the conduct of his 
son Oabacalla. It must not be forgotten that he 
passed some few wise laws for the good of his subjects 
at home. 



CARACALLA and GETA. 

A.D. 211 TO A.D. 217. 

TflE two brothers had been named Emperors by 
their father, and now set out from Britain to assume 
the crown at Home* They had hated each other 
bitterly while their father lived: their hatred still 
remained. In a short time Geta was murdered, by 
order of his brother Caracalla; and he, after a 
wicked reign of five years, met with a like bloody death 
from the dagger of an assassin. He was one of the 
worst tyrants Home had ever known. 
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From the death of Caraoalla, A.D. 217, to that 
of Carus in 285, is aperiod of seventy years. Butit 
was marked by few events of any importance ; and we 
shall only notice the names of the Emperors who reigned 
during that time* 

1. MaCrinus; murdered. 2. Heliogabalus ; 
murdered. 3. Alexander Severtjs; slain in battle. 
4. Maximin ; murdered. 5. Pupienus and Bal- 
binus; both murdered. 6. Gordian; murdered. 
7. Philippus, said to have been a Christian ; 
murdered. 8. Decius ; slain in battle. 9. Gallus ; 
slain in a revolt. 10. jEmilianus ; murdered. 
11. Valerian. 12. Gallienus; murdered. 13. 
Claudius 11. ; died of fever. 14. Aurelian ; 
murdered. 15. Tacitus; died of fever. 16. 
Probus; murdered. 17. Carus; struck dead by 
lightning. 

In this dreary list we have ten sovereigns out of 
seventeen murdered. 



DIOCLESIAN. 

a.d. 284 to a.d. 306. 

Dioclesian had been a famous general. He was 
brave and wise, and under him the form of government 
was changed. He divided the empire into two great 
sections, the East and the West; and over each of 
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these he set an Emperor with the title of Augustus, 
who was to have under him another ruler named a 
Caesar. He named as joint-Emperor with himself 
Maximian, a hardy soldier, who ruled over Italy and 
Africa, with Milan for a capital ; and the two Caesars 
were Galerius and Constantius, who ruled in 
Britain, Gaul, Spain, and Ulyricum, 

During the reign of Dioclesian a new persecution 
was raised against the Christians, and many perished 
by fire and the sword. It is true that the Emperor 
was an old man, but old age is no defence for cruelty. 
After holding the supreme power for twenty years, both 
Dioclesian and Maximian resigned, and the two 
Caesars, Galerius and Constantius, according to 
Dioclesian's plan, were made Augusti. Constan- 
tius died the next year in Britain ; when the legions 
boldly proclaimed his son Constantine Emperor in 
his place. 



CONSTANTINE. 

a.d. 306 to a.d. 337. 

Constantine, who thus became Emperor in de- 
fiance of Galerius, was on the whole a wise and 
good ruler. Hearing that the Senate had proclaimed 
Maxentius Cesar as Emperor, he marched at once 
for Italy, at the head of a large body of troops, of 
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whom many were Christians. During the march he 
is said to have seen a cross of fire in the sky, with 
this motto: " In this sign conquer." These words he 
then took for his watchword, which the troops, being 
partly Christian, gladly followed. Maxentius was 
defeated; and Constantine at last became sole mon- 
arch of the empire. During his reign was held the 
famous Christian Council of Nicaea, A.D. 325, at 
which Constantine (who afterwards became a Chris- 
tian) presided. Three hundred and eighteen bishops, 
some of them British, were present at this council; 
and some chief points of the Christian faith were then 
settled. 

Constantine rebuilt Constantinople, before called 
Byzantium, and made it a noble city ; so that Rome was 
no longer queen and mistress of the world. His reign 
lasted thirty-one years;* and he died A.D. 387, 
being baptized just before his death. During the 
next sixty years the great Eoman empire began to 
show gradual signs of decay. Pew of the Emperors 
were men fitted to hold sway over so mighty a 
kingdom. 

Of Constantine' s three sons, the eldest was slain 
in the struggle for power, the youngest was murdered, 
and the second son, Constantius, became Emperor. 
He was far too weak to hold the power in his own 
hands, and gave it up to his cousin Julian, surnamed 
the Apostate, because he gave up the Christian reli- 
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gion which he had professed, and went back to the 
worship of the heathen gods. But neither Jews nor 
Christians were persecuted on account of their reli- 
gion; and though Julian gave up the Christian 
truth, he was upright and virtuous in his private life, 
and a brave soldier in the field. He was slain during 
his invasion into Persia ; and the army at once chose 
Jovian as his successor. 

. Jovian died on his way home, and was succeeded 
by ValEntinian I., who was a skilful general and a 
sincere Christian. He took his brother Yalens as 
partner in the empire, and gave him rule over the 
East, keeping the West for his own kingdom* He 
fought bravely and with success against the Germans, 
who invaded the Rhenish border of his kingdom ; and 
gave protection to the Visigoths near the Danube, 
whose kingdom had been invaded by the Huns. They 
were allowed to settle in Thrace, A.D. 376. But 
quarrels soon arose between the Romans and the 
settlers, and in a great battle which ensued Valens 
and a large body of troops were put to the sword. 

Geatian, son of Valbntinian, who succeeded, 
gave up the throne to Theodosius the Geeat, who, 
after gaining a complete victory over the Goths; made 
a treaty of peace with them, in the year that he 
became Emperor of the East. It was during the 
reign of Theodosius that the heathen worship of 
false gods was ordered to be done away with, and the 
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Christian religion spread far and wide through the 
Roman Empire. The seeds of Christian truth had 
been sown in the blood of many martyrs, and now 
began to bear a goodly harvest. Theodosius died 
A.D. 395, leaving the kingdom to be divided between 
his two sons — the boy-Emperors — Arcadius and 
Honorius. . . . 

During their reign the Goths made a great inroad 
into Italy under Alaric, their king, who had already 
seized on and plundered many provinces of the East. 
Within a few years they had thrice laid siege to the 
Roman capital itself, and at last the city was taken by 
storm, laid waste, and given up to barbarous plunder. 
A.D. 410. 

About this time also the Eomans were forced to give 
up their possessions in Britain, their troops being all 
needed for the defence of their own land. They left 
Britain A.D. 426. 

From this time ruin fell thick and fast on the 
Roman city and power. The Emperors that followed 
Honorius were unable to cope with the vast tribes of 
savage barbarians who now swept across the kingdom, 
carrying desolation wherever they went, but grew 
weaker as the time of the fall of Rome drew nigh. 
"While Theodosius II. ruled the East, and Valen- 
ttnian III. the West, the Vandals, under tneir king 
Gtenseric, and the Huns, under Attila their king, 
after conquering far and wide, subdued Sicily, Spain* 
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and Gaul, and at last came down upon Italy, where, 
in the year 452, the Huns with irresistible fury 
carried all before them. Before Attila the power 
of Borne utterly fell. 

Nor did his death, in 453, give much rest to 
Italy-; for, within a few years, Gens eric, king of the 
Goths, again laid siege to the hapless city, and for 
fourteen days gave it up to the wildest pillage. Valen- 
tinian had been murdered by Petronius Maxim us, 
who seized the kingdom for himself; and he having forced 
the widow of Valentinian to become his wife, she in 
revenge invited Genseric, their enemy, to Borne. The 
whole city was drenched with blood, and among the 
slain was Maximus. . A.D. 455. Thousands of 
women and children were carried away as slaves to 
Africa ; and the proud city of Borne wa3 now humbled 
to the dust. For twenty years after this time, during 
the reigns of eight Emperors, Avitus, Margorianus, 
Leverus, Anthemius, Olymbricus, Glycerius, 
Julius Nepos, and Augustulus, Genseric con- 
tinued to carry on war against Borne ; and thus slowly 
and slowly the great empire sunk into utter ruin. 

Augustulus (little Augustus), the last of the 
Emperors, was so named in contempt; and coming 
to the throne when the power of Borne was utterly 
broken, Se could do nothing to save her from ruin. 
He was weak and worthless, as so many had been 
before him, and had scarcely become Emperor when the 
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barbarian troops deposed him, auct raised Odqaceb, 
their chief, to the throne, with the title of King of Italy. 
A.D. 478. 

With this event the history of this great empire 
comes to an end. The name and power of Borne had 
utterly passed away. 



QUESTIONS. 

1. Wbatwas^he general character of the Emperors who 
followed .^Lugijstus ? t 

2. When was Christ our Lord put to death P 

3. Which of the Emperors made his horse " Consul t" 

4. When did the Romans settle in Britain ? 
6. What name did they give to London ? 

6. When was the first great persecution of the Christians? 

7. What was the character of Nero ? 

8. Of Vespasian? 

9. What great event took place in the reign of Titus ? 

10. How long had the Caesars reigned at the death of 
Domitian ? 

11. Who chose his successor P 

12. Who perished in the Christian persecution under 
Trajan? 

13. Which of the Emperors visited Britain, and built a 
. wall across the island, against the Scots ? 

14. Why do you count Hadrian's a good reign? 

15. Who succeeded him P 

16. When were Polyearp and Justin Martyr put to death f 



OUTLINES OP BOMAN HISTOEY. 



127 



17. Who built a second wall across Britain against the 
Scots ? 

18. What Emperor divided the kingdom into two great 
sections of East and West ? 

19. When was the great Council of Nicaea held ? 

20. What was the character of Constantino ? 

21. Why was Julian named the Apostate ? 

22. When was Borne finally plundered by the Goths 
under Alaric ? 

23. Who was the last of the Emperors ? 




Finis. 
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